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	You know it is an age old question:
What is he like?    What is the new Principal, Mr. Bothe, like?   

What is Mrs Wheeler like in the RE department?
What is Mr. Malarkey like? I think he was here before so some of the kids know him. 

This question takes on a real added urgency when we are talking about someone like God. 
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Is he there? 
What is he like? 
Are there any clues to what he thinks, how he judges and how he acts?
This search has gone one just about since humankind has become reflective. Trying to work out why things happen; is there some overriding power in our life?
This question has fascinated all nations; all people; and all cultures.  The Jews had a red hot go at trying to understand and solve this question and they got more than a little help from the big guy himself.   They learnt there were rules and regulations placed there so that the world may go more smoothly and that people can live in harmony with one another.   
He sent men and women to remind them that merely observing rules and regulations gets you no where if it is not connected with a real yearning to come into an ongoing loving and challenging relationship with God.   He had all instructions committed to writing.

Now I don’t know what you are like, but I freak out when I come across instructions. God must have had a lot of sympathy for such people for he was not only content with writing his ideas and his spin on the events of the life and time of the Jewish people, but He sent Jesus to show how the instructions were lived out in flesh and blood.  And the result was startling! 
People who prided themselves on being Mr & Mrs Goody Two Shoes were under the pump and told to smarten up their ideas.  And people who most regarded as not worth bothering about, started to get invitations to dinner parties hosted by J.C himself.  Kidding that didn’t stir up the social set around Jerusalem and Nazareth.
Groups of people reflected on his life and times and how they affected them in their everyday life. These writings are what we call the Gospels and we have just read from them a few moments back.

But I reckon as I said before, reading the book of instructions and carrying them out are vastly different things. 
So God is good enough to give us practical demonstrations of how to live out this life of Christ. Since Christ is such a massive figure and has so many admirable characteristics, God sends people who live out different aspects of this great and challenging life.

This is where Edmund Rice enters the picture. Like Jesus he reached out to the kids that people reckon were not much chop; kids that most people reckon were too dumb to learn anything. In other words the young people on the edges, these became his special fascination. 
Now when people get a good idea other people usually want to join in. And that is exactly how the Christian Brothers started off. People who reckoned Edmund had a great idea and wanted to be part of that awesome movement. Edmund was cute enough to realise where the idea came from- JC himself and cute enough o realise that if it were too last, the blokes involved in it must keep close to JC. That is why the Brothers not only taught and studied, but they also prayed.

So I don’t keep you here all day I want to skip from the early times of Edmund in Ireland and skip over a couple of hundred years and a few continents.  
For many years the sisters and brothers in the Church here provided a good solid and faith based eduction. I could bore the socks off you by listing the famous people who came through these schools due to the dedication and unselfish service of these men and women. You would probably be more interested in the vast numbers of ex-CB pupils who have played AFL, coach AFL or are a part of the Wallabies.

But different times need different solutions; Brothers are now thin on the ground. We only have one here at Trinity, Brother Rob who runs Campus Ministry. But just think for a moment of the big number of teachers who are products of Edmund’s schools and just as exciting people who come from different schools or different backgrounds and have taken on the spirit of Edmund.

There is only final piece to the jigsaw.  That is you blokes!
Through the dedication of the Brothers, teachers, parents and volunteers in this school you belong to a privileged class of people who receive top education and a real nurturing in good Christian ands human values. 
Where do you guys go from here? 
Do you say thanks for all the great times, and cut and run, and rapidly forget all about Edmund?
Or do you continue in the spirit of prayer and Christian service that you have learnt and experienced at Trinity?  
Edmund certainly did a lot of great things by his own energy and his own hands. He did better things because other guys saw the good he was doing and joined in the endeavour. 
The continuance of the spirit of Edmund, guys is well and truly in your hands.

Mike McMahon, SAC. 7th May 2004.

