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Dear Parents and Students, 
 

Year 11 Handbook 

 
Over the next few months the College will be providing opportunities for students and 
their parents to select courses for 2010. 
 
Each student will be provided with this “Year 11 Handbook 2010” containing 
information on Year 11 courses and other information relevant to the selection process.  
This handbook is particularly important given the current changing educational 
landscape. 
 
During Term 3, an opportunity will be provided for students to discuss their preferred 
subjects/courses with a Course Counsellor.  
 
For 2010 students will select six courses including the new Religion and Life course. This 
course is compulsory for Senior students in Catholic Schools and will provide the 
opportunity for students to have their studies in Religious Education contribute to their 
completion of the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) for 2011.  
  
We trust that you will find this booklet relevant and easy to use.  Any questions should 
be addressed to Mr Martin Tobin (Head of Senior School), Mr Jim Shackleton (Head of 
Year 10), Mr Kevin Johns (Coordinator – Career Development), Mrs Malini De Silva 
(Counsellor), Mr Douglas Simpson (VET Coordinator) or Mr Peter Duckett (Senior 
Enterprise Programme Coordinator). 
 
We encourage parents and students to study this information carefully and to heed the 
advice of staff in making such important decisions. 
 
With regards and best wishes. 
 

 
I BANKS 
Principal 
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Year 11 Handbook 2010 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Trinity College has its origins in Christian Brothers‟ College, St George‟s Terrace, Perth 
founded by Bishop Mathew Gibney and Brother Ambrose Treacy in 1894. In the beginning, 
both boarders and day students were enrolled, but as the business section of the city expanded 
the site became increasingly unsuitable for a boarding school. In 1938, the boarders were 
transferred to Mount Henry, Manning, to found Aquinas College. 
 
Christian Brothers‟ College continued as a day school until 1961 when the buildings and land 
were purchased by the Perth City Council. The College was then transferred to its present 
location in 1962, and renamed Trinity College. 
 
In 1968 Trinity became a member of the Public Schools Association of Western Australia. 
 
Trinity College endeavours to provide a distinctly Catholic environment where students form a 
truly Christian character and where students, parents and teachers meet in an atmosphere of 
mutual concern and respect. 
 
The College aims at high standards of academic excellence. The curriculum gives attention to 
Religious Education, English, Languages and Communication, Mathematics, Science, 
Technology, Social Sciences, Art and Physical Education.  Students are challenged to work 
diligently, achieve to their potential and develop a sense of the intrinsic value of learning. 
 
 

2010: Your Future 
 
Mapping out appropriate study directions for Years 10 and 11 students has become an 
important yet complex task for parents and students. There have, for example, been significant 
changes in courses in Years 11 and 12, as well as in the criteria relating to university and TAFE 
entrance.  
 
During Year 10, students will have been thinking seriously about the decisions they must make 
for 2010. The transition to study in Year 11 is an extremely important one involving a number 
of changes. In particular, students will be studying six courses including the new Religion & 
Life course, and each of these will require dedicated effort if they are to do well in them. 
 
This book is designed to help each student and their parents to decide which courses will best 
suit their abilities, interests and aspirations.  
 

To Parents 
 
Although this book has been primarily addressed to students, it has also been written for 
parents. We hope that, as a family, you will go through the material together so that decisions 
are made as a family group. 
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CAREERS INFORMATION 
 

Careers Information And How To Obtain It. 
 
Making plans for the next few years will help students to achieve what they want to do.  The 
student who looks ahead, and thinks about what jobs or courses of study will best suit his 
abilities, interests, and personality, will be happier and more content.  Students are encouraged 

to make sure that they do not limit their interest to one choice!  They should try to have 
several different possibilities in mind, and obtain information about all of them. 
 
1. Career Development Coordinator 
 The Career Development Coordinator oversees a programme which ensures that each 

student receives information and support in choosing a career pathway.  In addition the 
Coordinator provides individual counselling.  As part of their education towards 
independent living, students are encouraged to take responsibility by initiating their own 
appointments whenever possible. 

 

2. Consult ‘Trinity College Career Development Handbook’ 

 See top right corner on the Trinity College website www.trinity.wa.edu.au  
 Select desired heading from the table of contents.  

   

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Options 

 
Most students will opt to progress to Years 11 and 12 at Trinity College. In doing so they hope 
to obtain Secondary Graduation (the Western Australian Certificate of Education – WACE) and 
qualify for entrance to TAFEWA or a university.  The courses offered at Trinity College in Year 
11 and 12 are well suited for students with these aspirations. In determining specific pathways, 
students should consider the following questions: 
 
1. How do your ambitions match up with those of your parents? 
2. Do you intend to apply for entry to a TAFEWA or a university after leaving school?  If so, 

do you know which course or range of courses suits and interests you?  Do you know what 
the Year 12 prerequisites are for these courses? 

3. If the answer to 2 is no, what do you hope to do when you leave school?  Which courses 
would best equip you to meet these goals? 

 

Section 1  Introduction 
 A changing workplace model 

Section 2 Career development in the 
college structure 

 Policies 
 Senior Enterprise Programme 
 Role of coordinators 

Section 3  Career programme map 
 Career pathways 
 Career curriculum 
 Year 10 portfolio activities 

Competencies being addressed 
currently 

 Career Portfolio 
 The Real Game 

Section 4 The Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) sector 

   VET courses at the college 
 

 

Section 5 Apprenticeships and 
Traineeships 

Section 6  Workplace Learning 
 Work Experience 

Section 7  Subject selection 
Section 8  TAFE admissions 

 University admissions 
Alternative entry to 
universities 

Section 9  Parents 
 Frequently asked questions 

Section 10 Partnerships 
 Dream Factory 

Section 11 Resources – use the active 
website 

Section 12 Australian Blueprint for 
Career Development 

 

http://www.trinity.wa.edu.au/
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COURSE SELECTION 2010 
 
A number of factors should be taken into consideration when selecting courses for Year 11 and 
12.  These include the student‟s ability, interests and aspirations.  If these correlate well then it 
should be possible for the student to arrange a programme that is both appropriate and 
interesting.  It is best to make a selection that will keep the career options as open as possible, 
while satisfying the student‟s interests and abilities.   

 
Be Realistic  
 

It is important to realise that the courses required in Years 11 and 12 to maximise entry into 
TAFEWA or university vary. 
 
 They vary in content and skills. 
 They vary in level of complexity within the various stages. 
 The learning styles involved vary and may not suit some students. 

 
Typically, university-bound students would study a program of courses at stage two or stage 
three over their senior secondary years. In their final year, all or most of the courses would be 
at stage three. All stage two and stage three courses can be included in the calculation of the 
Tertiary Entrance Rank (TER) for university entry. 

  
Students who may be headed to TAFEWA and further education and training or the workforce 
would study a program of courses at stage one, and, or, Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) certificate programs. 
 
It is therefore important that students carefully consider their capacity to undertake studies, 
especially those at higher stages such as stage three, or, more difficult courses like Physics, 
Chemistry and the higher level Mathematics. 
 
Students should select courses on the basis of not only those which interest them but mainly on 
the basis of those in which they have the background to achieve success. Experience has taught 
us that those students who are successful in Years 11 and 12 have normally demonstrated their 
ability in Years 8-10.  
 
To guide students with their course selection this handbook provides students with the 
recommended minimum grades or percentage scores in Year 10 deemed to be the minimum 
standard to achieve satisfactorily in Year 11 (see section ‘Course Prerequisites’). 
 
Students may have their grades reviewed during the year and may be given the opportunity to 
change their course choices. Students opting for the more difficult courses will have to continue 
achieving high grades throughout Year 10 if they wish to remain enrolled in those courses for 
Year 11. 

 
Breadth of Study 
 
It is a requirement for secondary graduation (completion and achievement of the Western 
Australian Certificate of Education - WACE) that students must complete in their final year at 
least one course from each of list A (arts/languages/social science) and list B 
(mathematics/science/technology).The courses offered at Trinity College are as follows: 
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List A 
Arts/Languages/Social Science 

List B 
Mathematics/Science/Technology 

CAE Career and Enterprise 
ECO Economics 
ENG English 
GEO Geography  
HIS History – Modern 
ITA Italian 
LIT Literature 
MPA Media Production and Analysis 
MUS Music 
PAL Politics and Law 
REL Religion and Life 
VAR Visual Art 
 

ACF Accounting and Finance 
AIT Applied Information Technology 
BIO Biological Sciences 
BME Business Management and Enterprise 
CHE Chemistry 
DES Design 
EST Engineering Studies 
HBS Human Biological Science 
MDT Materials Design and Technology 
MAT Mathematics 
MAS Mathematics Specialist 
PES Physical Education 
PHY Physics 

 
 
It is proposed that the courses listed in this handbook will be offered in 2010 if sufficient 
students enrol in each course. A student‟s final choice may be restricted by: 
 
1. A lack of ability to cope with the proposed subject,  
 
2. Unavoidable clashes in timetabling, or, 
 
3. Resource restrictions. 
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TIMELINE FOR YEAR 10  YEAR 11 
COURSE SELECTION FOR 2010 

 

 

WEEK  

2.3 Student assembly and survey  

2.7 Year 10 Semester 1 Examinations 

2.8 Curriculum Handbook distributed to students. 

2.8 Learning Area Presentations to Year 10 Students      

2.8  Dream Factory launch and application process begins.     

2.9 Year 10 Information Evening for Year 11, 2010 

2.10 Student eligibility for Year 11 courses determined from Year 10, Semester One results. 

3.1 ONSITE (Work Place Learning – WL) application process begins.    

3.1-3.3 Individual student (and parent) interviews with course counsellor. 

 Student completes subject selection form at this interview. 

3.3 Parent/Student/Teacher interviews. 

3.8 ONSITE interviews 
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COURSE PRE-REQUISITES 
 

Year 11 Courses which may be used to form the TER in Year 12  
 

2AACF/2BACF 
 

Accounting and 
Finance 

Minimum of 55% in Year 10 Society and Environment is required, and a 
high level of Mathematics from Year 10 is desirable.  

2AAIT/2BAIT 
 

Applied Information 
Tech. 

Minimum of „C‟ in Course 1 or a „B‟ in Course 2 English  in Year 10 

2ABIO/2BBIO 
 

Biological Sciences „B‟ in either  Course 1 or 2 Year 10 Science, or, a high C in Course 1 or 2 
Science with the recommendation of the Head of Department. 

2ACHE/2BCHE 
 

Chemistry „A‟ in either Course 1 or 2 Year 10 Science, or, a „B‟  in Course 1 or 2 
Science with the recommendation of the Head of Department. A high 
level of Mathematics from Year 10 is desirable. 

1CDEST/1DDEST 
 

Design (Technical 
Graphics) 

Completion of no lower than Year 9 Graphics, Design and 
Communication or Art.  A basic knowledge of Iron CAD will be 
beneficial, but not essential. 

2AECO/2BECO 
 

Economics Minimum of 55%in Year 10 Society and Environment and a minimum of 
55% in Year 10 Course 2English. 

2AEST/2BEST 
 

Engineering Studies Consistent achievement at an „A‟ or „B‟ grade in a Year 10 Design and 
Technology or  related science subject. 

1CENG/1DENG 
 

English Minimum of 55% in Year 10 English Course 2 or a „C‟ or better in English 
Course 1. 

2AENG/2BENG 
 

English Minimum of a „B‟ in Year 10 English Course 2 or a „C‟ or better in English 
Course 1. 

2AGEO/2BGEO 
 

Geography Minimum of 55%in Year 10 Society and Environment and a minimum of 
55% in Year 10 Course 2 English. 

2AHBS/2BHBS 
 

Human Biological 
Science 

„B‟ in either  Course 1 or 2 Science, or, a high C in Course 1 or 2 Science 
with the recommendation of the Head of Department. 

2AITA/2BITA Italian Minimum of a „C‟ in Year 10 Italian. 

2ALIT/2BLIT 
 

Literature Minimum of  a „B‟ in Year 10 English Course 1, or, 70% or better in Year 
10 English Course 2. 

2AMAT/2BMAT Mathematics Minimum of a „C‟ in Year 10 Mathematics Course 2. 

2CMAT/2DMAT Mathematics Minimum of a „C‟ in Year 10 Mathematics Course 1b. 

3AMAT/3BMAT 
 

Mathematics Minimum of a „C‟ in Year 10 Mathematics Course 1a or „B‟ grade in Year 
10 Mathematics Course 1b. 

3AMAS/3BMAS 
 

Mathematics 
Specialist 

Minimum of a „B‟ grade in Year 10 Mathematics Course 1a. 

2AHIM/2BHIM 
 

Modern History Minimum of 55%in Year 10 Society and Environment and a minimum of 
55% in Year 10 Course 2 English. 

2AMUS/2BMUS 
 

Music Minimum of a „B‟ in Year 10 Music and appropriate 
instrumental/composition ability.  For further information regarding 
music please contact Dr Robert Braham, Director of Music. 

2AMUSW/2BMUSW Music Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a „B‟ in Year 10 Music and 
appropriate instrumental/composition ability.  For further information 
regarding Music please contact Dr Robert Braham, Director of Music. 

2AMUSC/2BMUSC 
Contemporary  

Music Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a „B‟ grade in Year 10 or Year 11 
1A/1B Music and appropriate instrumental/composition ability.  For 
further information regarding Music please contact Dr Robert Braham, 
Director of Music. 

2APES/ 2BPES Physical  Education 
Studies 

Minimum of 60% in Year 10 Course 1or Course 2 Science, and,  a 
minimum in of 60% in Year 10 Course 1 or 2 English. In addition, it is 
recommended that students have successfully completed either Year 10 
Physical Education, Health and Fitness or Aquatics courses in Middle 
School.  

2APHY/2BPHY 
 

Physics  „A‟ in either Course 1 or 2 Science, or, a „B‟  in Course 1 or 2 Science with 
the recommendation of the Head of Department. A high level of 
Mathematics from Year 10 is desirable. 

2APAL/2BPAL 
 

Politics and Law Minimum of 55%in Year 10 Society and Environment and a minimum of 
55% in Year 10 Course 2 English. 

2A/2B REL Religion & Life (Stage 
2) 

Minimum of a „C‟ grade in Year 10 Religious Education and a minimum 
of 55% in Year 10 Course 2 English. 

2AVAR/2BVAR Visual Arts  Minimum of a „B‟ in Year 10 Art and 55% in Year 10 Course 2 English.  
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Year 11 Courses which are not used to Form the TER in Year 12 
 
1ABME/1BBME 
 

Business 
Management and 
Enterprise 

No prerequisites required. 

1ACAE/1BCAE 
 

Careers and 
Enterprise 

No prerequisites required. 

ICA 20105 Certificate II 
Information Tech. 

No prerequisites required. 

 Certificate I Sport 
and Recreation – 
Physical Education 

No prerequisites required. 

 Certificate I Sport 
and Recreation – 
Physical Education 

No prerequisites required. 

1AENG/1BENG 
 

English „C‟ in Year 10 English Course 2 or 3 or better. 

1AMDT/1BMDT 
 

Materials Design & 
Tech. – Wood 
context 

 „C‟ or above in a Year 10 Design and Technology subject.  

1BMAT/1CMAT 
 

Mathematics No prerequisites required. 

1CMPA/1DMPA 
 

Media Production 
and Analysis  

No prerequisites required. 

1CMUS/1DMUS 
 

Music  „C‟ in Year 10 Music or appropriate instrumental ability. 
Students who have not completed Year 10 Music will be eligible 
if they have an appropriate instrumental background. For 
further information regarding music please contact Dr Robert 
Braham, Director of Music 

1A/1B REL Religion & Life 
(Stage 1) 

Completion of Year 10 Religious Education. 

 Senior Enterprise 
Programme 
Certificate I and II 
Business 

Entry is subject to interview. 

1CVAR/1DVAR 
 

Visual Arts No prerequisite required although completion of Art or Design 

and Technology subjects is desirable. 

 

  



 9 

RELIGION AND LIFE 
 
For students entering Year 11 in 2010, Religious Education in their senior school years will be 
delivered through the teaching of specific units of the Religion and Life course. Students will 
study four modules of Catholic content (one per semester) during these years.  

 
Typically, university-bound students would study Religion & Life at stage 2 or stage 3 over 
their senior secondary years. Students who may be headed to TAFEWA and further education 
and training or the workforce would study this course at stage one. 
 
As with all new courses, students who complete a pair of stage two or stage three units in Year 
12 are required to sit the WACE examination for Religion and Life.  
 
Religion and Life provides students with opportunities to learn about religion and the interplay 
that occurs between religion, societies and people.  Students develop an informed and critical 
understanding of this interplay by drawing from a detailed knowledge of one or more 
religions. 

 
In Religion and Life, students explore particular religious worldviews and investigate 
characteristics of religions, their origins, foundations cultural influences and development over 
time.  They analyse the role religion has played in human affairs and understand the challenges 
and opportunities religions face in the future. 
 
Through Religion and Life, students learn why and how religions respond to human 
experiences such as injustice and suffering.  
 
Students, using a range of primary and secondary sources, employ a variety of methods to 
investigate information.  These methods include research, observation, analysis, discussion and 
involve personal interaction and reflection. 
 
 

Religion and Life (Stage 1) 1A/1B 
Minimum prerequisite:  Completion of Year 10 Religious Education 
 
Unit 1AREL 
The focus for this unit is why religion?  This unit explores important issues that all people are 
exposed to in their life, the solutions or responses offered by religion to problems that exist in 
society, and the relationship between people and religion.  Students research and analyse how 
religions express a concern for justice and social justice in the world. 
 
Unit 1BREL 
The focus for this unit is people and religion.  This unit explores important issues that all 
people are exposed to in their life, the solutions or responses offered by religion to problems 
that exist in society, and the relationship between people and religion.  Students research and 
analyse how religions express a concern for justice and social justice in the world. 
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Religion and Life (Stage 2) 2A/2B 
Minimum prerequisite:  A grade of ‘C’ in Year 10 Religion Education and minimum of 55% in Year 10 
Course 2 English  
 
Unit 2AREL 
The focus for this unit is the place of religion in society.  In this unit students study the place 
of religion in society, particularly Australian society, both in the past and present.  They 
examine how people understand the response of religion to their concerns, needs and 
questions, and how communities uphold their religious values and celebrate their religious 
identity. 
 
Unit 2BREL 
The focus for this unit is religious identity and purpose.  This unit looks in more detail at the 
influence of religion on the search for personal identity and purpose in life.  It investigates the 
structures and traditions of religion in order to understand how religious identity is shaped.  
The unit also develops understandings of how the religious identity of a group interacts with 
society. 
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ENGLISH COURSES 
 

Overview 
 
In the course of their English studies students will learn how language plays a central role in 
human life, providing a vehicle for communication, thinking, expressing creativity and a sheer 
source of pleasure. It is through the use of language that humans shape understandings of 
themselves and their world. This in turn empowers students, giving them access to knowledge 
and allowing them to play an active part in society and contribute to their own personal 
growth. 
 
The two broad areas of choice are English and Literature. 
 
Recommended English course pathways: 
 

Year 11 Year 12 Background and Destination WACE EXAM 

1A/1B 1C/1D Primarily for students who typically have 
experienced some difficulties with English – 
further training, workforce, TAFEWA. 

N/A 

1C/1D 2C/2D Primarily for students who begin Year 11 
with satisfactory literacy skills – tertiary 
aspirations. 

Stage 2 exam. 

2A/2B 2C/2D Primarily for students who begin Year 11 
with above average English results but may 
experience some difficulties with more 
challenging concepts – tertiary aspirations. 

Stage 2 exam. 

2A/2B 3A/3B Students with strong English results – 
primarily for students who are tertiary 
bound. 

Stage 3 exam. 
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English (Stage 1) – 1AENG/1BENG 
 
Minimum prerequisite:  ‘C’ grade or better in Year 10 English Course 2 or 3. 
The recommended focus for 1AENG is Transitions. 
The unit is designed typically for students whose achievement of English outcomes has been 
relatively limited and wish to obtain TAFEWA entry or are looking to join the workforce at the 
end of their schooling. 
 
The recommended focus for 1BENG is a continuation of the focus on Transitions in Unit 1A.  
The unit is designed typically for students whose achievement in English has been limited. 
 
OR 
 

English (Stage 1) - 1CENG/1DENG 
 

Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of 55%  in Year 10 English Course , or, a óCô or better in English 
Course 1. 

 

The recommended focus for ICENG is language and self. 

Typically this unit is suitable for students whose achievement of English outcomes has been 
satisfactory and who wish to undertake Stage 2 English in 2010. 
 

The recommended focus for 1DENG is language and society. 

This unit is typically for students who have completed 1CENG and now have essential 
background skills that will be consolidated in preparation for tertiary studies in English. 
 
OR 
 

English (Stage 2) - 2AENG/2BENG 
 
Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a ‘B’ in Year 10  English Course 2, or, a ‘C’ or better in English 
Course 1. 

The recommended focus for 2AENG is language and action.  
The unit is typically for students who will be able to work with more complex content and are 
ready for further development. 
 
The recommended focus for 2BENG is language and the world. 

The unit is typically for students who will consolidate their understanding of more complex 
content as a prerequisite for extension. 
 
 

Literature (Stage 2) – 2ALIT/2BLIT 
 
Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a ‘B’ in Year 10  English Course 1, or, 70% or better in English 
Course 2. 
 
Students will study a range of prose, poetry and drama texts in the course of this subject.  The 
syllabus provides students with an understanding of the range of contemporary approaches to 
literature.  Performance will be measured in items of numerical valued assessments and grades.  
This subject is challenging in terms of the reading demands and the critical analysis required to 
achieve success.   
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MATHEMATICS COURSES 
 
 
 

Mathematics courses for the final years of secondary school must fulfil a variety of needs.  They 
should be both a satisfying culmination of the work of earlier years, and an adequate 
preparation for further study/work/life skills. 
 
The topics have the potential for useful application.  Careful selection commensurate with 
capabilities and backgrounds will enhance success. 
 
The following pairs of units are offered at Trinity College for Year 11, 2010: 
 
Mathematics 1BMAT/1CMAT 
Mathematics 2AMAT/2BMAT 
Mathematics 2CMAT/2DMAT 
Mathematics 3AMAT/3BMAT 
Mathematics Specialist 3AMAS/3BMAS 
 
The courses seek to present Mathematics as an organised body of language that will provide 
students with a sound basis for later work with Mathematics and other subjects. 
 
Generally, it is desirable for students to undertake the highest level of mathematics of which 
they are capable in Year 11. 
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 

Mathematics Pathways for Yr 11 ï 2010 and Yr 12 - 2011 
 

Mathematics (MAT) Pathways 

 Prerequisites from Year 10 

 No prerequisite Year 10 Maths 

Course 2 

C grade 

Year 10 Maths 

Course 1b 

C grade 

Year 10 

Course 1a      

C Grade    

or Course 1b     

B grade  

Unit     

1BMAT 1B    

1CMAT 1C    

1DMAT 1D    

1EMAT 1E    

2AMAT  2A   

2BMAT  2B   

2CMAT  2C 2C  

2DMAT public exam 2D 2D  

3AMAT   3A 3A 

3BMAT public exam  3B 3B 

3CMAT    3C 

3DMAT public exam   3D 

 

Mathematics Specialist (MAS) Pathway 

The Mathematics Specialist Standard Course is done in conjunction with MAT units 3A, 3B, 3C 

and 3D. 

 Prerequisite from 

Year 10 

 Course 1a   B grade 

Unit  

3AMAS 3A 

3BMAS 3B 

3CMAS 3C 

3DMAS 3D 

 

 

 

NOTE: In the shaded bands, the lighter shade indicates Yr 11 and the darker shade, Yr 12. 
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Mathematics (Stage 1) - 1BMAT/1CMAT 
 

Minimum prerequisites: No prerequisites required. 
Pathway: Units 1DMAT and 1EMAT. 
Units 1BMAT and 1CMAT provide students with relevant preparation for post-school 
situations in which Mathematics is needed.  The course has been specifically designed for 
students who require preparation for a wide range of occupations within the community, or 
tertiary-bound students who do not require mathematics for their intended area of study. 
In these units students will cover work in Number and Algebra, Space and Measurement and 
Chance and Data.  Students will be taught decimals, fractions, percentages, ratios, personal 
budgeting and banking and financial matters in the workplace.  They will learn about 
perimeter and volume and gain knowledge in simple probabilities and collecting and 
interpreting data. 
 

Mathematics (Stage 2) - 2AMAT/2BMAT 
 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a  ‘C’ in Year 10 Mathematics Course 2. 
Pathway: Units 2CMAT and 2DMAT. 
Units 2AMAT and 2BMAT aim to equip students with some useful mathematical tools to apply 
in practical situations.  In these units students will cover work in Number and Algebra, Space 
and Measurement and Chance and Data.  Students will learn how to calculate profit, loss, 
discount and commission.  They solve equations algebraically and graphically and investigate 
number patterns, apply trigonometry in right angles and study networks.  In Chance and Data 
students will calculate and interpret probabilities and analyse and interpret bivariate and time-
series data. 
 

Mathematics (Stage 2)  - 2CMAT/2DMAT 
 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of ‘C’  in Year 10 Mathematics Course 1b. 
Pathway: Units 3AMAT and 3BMAT or repeat Units 2CMAT and 2DMAT. 
Units 2CMAT and 2DMAT aim to equip students with some useful mathematical tools to apply 
in practical situations as well as provide them with minimal preparation if they wish to study 
Mathematics at tertiary level.  Students will cover work in Number and Algebra, Space and 
Measurement and Chance and Data.  In these units students will calculate interest and 
repayments which will enable them to make decisions about savings and loans as well as 
interpret financial statements.  They will study quadratic functions and explore patterns.  
Students will work with networks and use trigonometry to solve both right and non right 
triangles.  In Chance and Data they will use trend lines to make predictions and calculate 
probabilities that occur in two and three stages. 
 

Mathematics (Stage 3) - 3AMAT/3BMAT 
 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a ‘C’ in Year 10 Mathematics Course 1a or ‘B’ in Year 10 
Mathematics Course 1b. 
Pathway: Units 3CMAT and 3DMAT or repeat Units 3AMAT and 3BMAT. 
Units 3AMAT and 3BMAT provides a stimulating and interesting introduction to the use of 
calculus as a powerful mathematical tool.  Units 3AMAT and 3BMAT will be of great value to 
students proceeding to tertiary studies in courses which make some use of Calculus, even if 
those students do not take Units 3CMAT and 3DMAT in Year 12.  In these units students will 
cover work in Number and Algebra, Space and Measurement and Chance and Data.  Students 
will explore and analyse properties of functions and apply their knowledge of recusion to 
practical situations.  They will study differential and integral calculus of polynomial functions.  
In Chance and Data students will use counting techniques in probability and analyse bivariate 
data. 
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Mathematics (Stage 3) - 3AMAS/3BMAS 
 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a  ‘B’  in Year 10 Mathematics Course 1a. 

Pathway: Units 3CMAS and 3DMAS or repeat Units 3AMAS and 3BMAS. 
Units 3AMAS and 3BMAS are designed for students who are mathematically very able and 
who require a strong mathematical preparation for tertiary studies.  In these units students will 
cover work in vectors, trigonometry, exponentials and logarithms, mathematical reasoning, 
complex numbers and polar coordinates. 
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OTHER YEAR 11 COURSES WHICH MAY BE USED TO 
FORM THE TER IN YEAR 12 
 
Accounting and Finance (Stage 2) - 2AACF/2BACF 
 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in Year 10 Society and Environment is required, and a 
high level of Mathematics from Year 10 is desirable. 
 
Unit 2AACF 

The focus for this unit is double entry accounting for small businesses. Students apply their 
understanding of financial principles, systems and institutions to manage financial information 
and make decisions using cost volume profit analysis in a variety of small businesses. Students 
develop an understanding of the rationale for the use of particular conventions and principles 
and the consequences of disregarding them. Students record and process financial information 
using the double entry system and apply the principles of GST. The Framework for the 
Preparation and Presentation of General Purpose Financial Reports (hereafter referred to as the 
Framework) is introduced to students as is the application of the Framework. Students learn 
about the various forms of business organisations adopted by small business. 
 
Unit 2BACF 
The focus for this unit is accrual accounting. Students apply financial systems and principles to 
the operations of businesses and distinguish between cash and accrual methods of accounting. 
Students prepare and analyse financial reports for a variety of types of business organisations 
and become familiar with the main aspects of electronic processing of financial data. Students 
learn of the role and functions of the professional accounting and financial organisations. 
 
Assessment in these units takes the form of research, application, response and examination. 
These units are seen as preparation for units 3AACF and 3BACF. It may be in the best interests 
of some students to not complete units 3AACF and 3BACF in 2010 but instead repeat the 
2AACF and 2BACF units to maximize their overall score in this subject. This judgment will be 
made at the end of 2009.    
 

Applied Information Technology (Stage 2) – 2AAIT/2BAIT 
 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of ‘C’  in Course 1 or a ‘B’ in Course 2 English Year 10 

 
The Year 11 Applied Information Technology Courses of Study have outcomes that provide ideas 
and purposes for learning that are intended to cater for students who wish to pursue studies at 
the tertiary level. The courses are Western Australian Certificate of Education accredited 
courses. These courses are a pre-requisite to year 12 Applied Information Technology Courses. 

 
The recommended focus for 2AAIT is media information and communication technologies. 
The focus is on the use of information technology to collect, store and manipulate digital media. 
Students consider the range of products available to create visual and audio communications. 
They examine trends in digital media transmissions and the social and legal implications in the 
use of these technologies. 

 
The recommended focus for 2BAIT is information and communication technologies in 

business contexts. The focus is on the skills, principles and practices associated with various 
types of businesses to enhance students‟ career prospects. Students examine the use of ICT in a 
range of administrative and business environments. They identify and explain the components 
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and configuration of a computer system to meet the needs of the organisation. They design 
information solutions for problems encountered in these contexts and understand the social 
issues inherent in work practices. 
 

Biological Sciences (Stage 2) – 2ABIO/2BBIO 

 
Minimum prerequisite: ‘B’ in either  Course 1 or 2 Year 10 Science, or, a high ‘C’ in Course 1 or 2 
Science with the recommendation of the Head of Department. 
 
Biological Sciences gives students a unique appreciation of life and a better understanding of 
the living world around them. It encourages them to be analytical, to participate in problem 
solving and to systematically explore fascinating and intriguing aspects of living systems. This 
course highlights the complexity and changing nature of the living world, and focuses on 
contexts that are relevant, significant and valued to students such as: marine reefs, desert 
scrublands, urban ecology, aquaria and terraria, zoos, botanic gardens and diseases. 
 
Unit 2ABIO 
The focus for this unit is adaptations for survival. Adaptations help solve the problems of 
meeting the requirements of cells through the structure and function of organisms and their 
body systems. Students develop an understanding that ecosystems are formed by communities 
of organisms interacting with one another and the surrounding environment and that 
ecosystems vary from place to place. Organisms can be classified according to their relatedness. 
Students will explore cell processes such as photosynthesis and respiration when considering 
the roles autotrophic and heterotrophic organisms in the cycling of matter and the flow of 
energy in ecosystems. Organisms are able to survive in places where matter and energy are 
available in useable forms.  
 
Unit 2BBIO 

The focus for this unit is patterns of change. Students understand the interrelationships 
between organisms in determining the factors that affect population dynamics. The population 
size and distribution of organisms have been affected by human activities which have changed 
the balance in the ecosystem. Students will observe that many organisms have recognisably 
different developmental stages in their life cycles with characteristics that can be related to their 
ways of life and habitats. Organisms may use two types of cell division in the growth and 
reproduction stages of their life cycles. Reproductive processes are required to produce new 
individuals to replace others or to survive various environmental conditions. Students 
understand the genetic basis of heredity with DNA being the genetic material and the gene as 
the unit of inheritance. They will examine patterns of inheritance and the influence of the 
environment to explain variations between individuals and generations of organisms. 
 

Chemistry (Stage 2) – 2ACHE/2BCHE 
 
Minimum prerequisite: ‘Aô in either Course 1 or 2 Year 10 Science, or, a óBô  in Course 1 or 2 Science 

with the recommendation of the Head of Department. A high level of Mathematics from Year 10 is 

desirable. 

 
Chemistry is concerned with the physical and chemical properties of substances, the nature of 
matter and the study of chemical reactions and processes.  It is an investigative subject and 
through observation and experiment a body of factual information has accumulated from 
which principles, laws and theories have been developed.  The course is intended to enable 
students to understand and interpret the chemistry of their surroundings and appreciate the 
impact of chemical knowledge and technology on society. 
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The main topics from the TEE syllabus are: 
- Macroscopic properties of matter,  
- Atomic structure and bonding, 
- Chemical reactions, acids and bases, 
- Oxidation and reduction, 
- Carbon chemistry, 
- Periodic table, 
- Descriptive chemistry. 
 
Laboratory work is an essential part of the course. 
 
Graduates in Chemistry (after completion of a BSc, MSc or PhD in Chemistry) work in process 
control in chemical industry, product development and general analytical work, technical sales, 
laboratories of industrial and mineral companies, Government and research organisations like 
CSIRO, or teaching.  A developing field in Australia is Chemical Engineering as a result of the 
need to process our own natural resources. 
 
Unit 2ACHE 

The focus for this unit is chemistry in and around the home. In this unit, students develop 
more formal understandings of chemical structure, change and language within familiar 
contexts. 
 
Unit 2BCHE 
The focus for this unit is chemistry and the environment. In this unit students develop formal 
understandings of acids and bases, oxidation and reduction, and organic chemistry through 
environmental contexts. 
 

Design (Technical Graphics)  (Stage 1) – 1CDEST/ 1DDEST 
 

Minimum prerequisites: Completion of no lower than Year 9 Graphics, Design and Communication or 
Art. A basic knowledge of Iron CAD will be beneficial, but not essential. 
Design is an exciting new course that replaces Technical Graphics. This course allows a 
student‟s creativity to develop within a Technical Graphics context. The focus for these units 
will be mainly be on personal design, allowing student‟s ideas and concepts to be explored in 
depth. Students learn to understand that they can visually communicate aspects of their 
personality, values and beliefs through their choice of artifacts, consumer items, their 
manipulation of personal surroundings and environments. Students are introduced to 
communication principles, design elements and principles, design processes, problem-solving 
strategies; concept development and practice and drawing skills and techniques.  
  
Student Assignments will be based on community projects such as public space projects, 
architecture for buildings used by others, product design of universal use and design for need. 
Students will use a range of computer programs; whilst also being involved in some hands on 
activities, such as model making. The course provides challenging tasks that will stimulate 
students to be highly creative and may challenge their personal beliefs on the way objects 
should appear and operate. Achievement is determined through assessment of course work 
and through a personal portfolio. 
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Economics ( Stage 2) – 2AECO/2BECO 
 
Minimum prerequisites:  Minimum of 55%in Year 10 Society and Environment and a minimum of 55% 
in Year 10 Course 2English. 
 
Unit 2AECO 
The focus for this unit is markets. It explores the key role that markets play in determining the 
wellbeing of individuals and society, as well as the limitations of markets. The emphasis is on 
understanding the workings of real world markets that are relevant to students. 
The following are some examples of contexts which could be applied: 

 economics of a retail goods or services market e.g. real estate, used cars, entertainment, 
sport, tourism, a music concert 

 economics of the share market 

 economics of a commodity market e.g. wheat, wool, gold, oil, coffee beans 

 economics of a factor market e.g. the labour market 

 economics of the foreign exchange market. 
 
Unit 2BECO 
The focus for this unit is macroeconomics. This unit is an introduction to macroeconomics and 
the government‟s role in the economy. It explores macroeconomic issues and problems such as 
economic growth, inflation and unemployment with an emphasis on the Australian economy. 
It is important to measure and monitor changes in these macroeconomic variables because they 
have an important effect on the wellbeing of society. 
The context of this unit is the role of governments in modified market economies with a focus 
on the Australian economy. Within this context students apply their economic knowledge, 
reasoning and interpretation skills to examine issues such as:  
 

 Australia‟s current economic performance  

 the level of performance of the Australian economy generally over the last ten years    

 recent trends in the level of economic activity in Australia compared with another economy.  
 
Assessment in both units 2AECO and 2BECO include short answers, long answers and 
examinations. These units are seen as preparation for units 3AECO and 3BECO.  
 

Engineering Studies (Stage 2) – 2AEST / 2BEST 
 
Minimum prerequisites: Consistent achievement at an ‘A’ or ‘B’ grade in a Year 10 Design and 
Technology or  related science subject. 

Engineering Studies is one of the Design and Technology related courses of study. Students can 
pursue Engineering Studies as a contributor to achieving a Tertiary Entrance Score. 
 
The course involves students exploring how the design of structures, machines, products and 
systems have developed over time to improve our quality of life, they will acquire an insight 
into how engineering has influenced all aspects of our lives.  The courses provide challenging 
practical ways for students to design and make things by applying engineering principles to 
solve problems. 
The focus for these units is generating motion and energy in transportation systems. Students 
explore how engineering is used to create motion with buggies or vehicles using a variety of 
input energy sources e.g. Solar Car Challenge, air engines or Remote Control cars.  
Achievement is determined through assessment of course work and examinations of related 
theory content. 
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Geography (Stage 2) – 2AGEO/2BGEO 
 
Minimum prerequisites:  Minimum of 55%in Year 10 Society and Environment and a minimum of 55% 
in Year 10 Course 2English. 
 
Unit 2AGEO 

The focus of this unit is the geography of natural hazards and impact minimisation. The 
increasing incidence of hazards, together with their impact on standards of living, has prompted 
the active search for proposed solutions. An understanding of how these hazards are perceived 
and managed at a local, regional and global level is developed in a range of ways. First, an 
understanding of hazards (geomorphic and atmospheric) is developed. Secondly, the spatial 
distribution of hazards, the cause and impact and increased risks due to urbanisation and poor 
management are explored. Finally, students investigate strategies to minimise the risks 
associated with hazards.  
 
Unit 2BGEO 
The focus of this unit is the geography of sustainable resource use. Natural resources provide 
the basis for economic growth in Australia. There is an unprecedented global demand for these 
resources. Future provision will require application of sustainable management practices to 
resource development and the surrounding environment. Regional perspectives supported with 
local area case studies are used to investigate spatial patterns that emerge between resource 
developments, local communities and market destinations. There is a need to evaluate 
management practices that can sustain these resources into the future. Approaches to 
sustainable management can vary significantly between countries in terms of social, economic 
and environmental factors. Students will compare these spatial patterns and practices in 
resource use in Australia to those in a less developed country 
 
Assessment in these two units takes the form of geographical inquiry, fieldwork/practical 
skills, short and extended responses and examinations. 
 
These units are seen as preparation for units 3AGEO and 3BGEO.  
 

Human Biological Science (Stage 2) – 2AHBS/2BHBS 
 
Minimum prerequisite: ‘B’ in either  Course 1 or 2 Year 10 Science, or, a high ‘C’ in Course 1 or 2 
Science with the recommendation of the Head of Department. 
 

Human Biological Science covers a wide range of ideas relating to the functioning human. 
Students learn about themselves, relating structure to function and how integrated regulation 
allows individuals to survive in a changing environment. They research new discoveries that 
are increasing our understanding of the causes of dysfunction, which can lead to new 
treatments and preventative measures. Reproduction, growth and development are studied to 
understand the sources of variation that make each of us unique and to appreciate our future as 
ageing individuals. Through a combination of classical genetics, and advances in molecular 
genetics, dynamic new biotechnological processes have resulted. Population genetics is studied 
to highlight the longer-term changes leading to natural selection and evolution of our species. 
 
Unit 2AHBS 

The focus for this unit is functioning humans. The functioning body has many needs including 
food, oxygen and the removal of its wastes. For each one of these needs, the body has a system 
that fulfils them, and a transport system that links them together. Cells that make up the body 
rely on these systems to survive. All of the cell processes including metabolism and cell division 
have specific requirements that must be met from the surrounding environment. Offspring 
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show features of both parents and it is possible to predict these due to the known patterns of 
inheritance. New chromosomal combinations result from reproductive processes. Chance 
occurrences during cell division can result in mutations. Many factors can affect the body‟s 
health and it must be able to defend itself. Each system has its own defence mechanisms and can 
be assisted by the use of medical preparations and hygiene practices.  Every person is unique 
due to the influence of genetic and environmental factors and lifestyle choices. Every person 
responds differently to medical treatments. 
 
Unit 2BHBS 
The focus for this unit is human survival. Almost everything that happens inside the human 
body can be traced back to DNA. It provides the instructions for the cells that make up the 
human body. Humans start as a single cell that develops into all of the organs and tissues seen 
in the body. The formation of that original single cell involves many carefully controlled and 
timed processes in males and females. Once formed, this cell undergoes many changes during 
pregnancy and into infancy and is susceptible to environmental threats from which it needs 
protection. The reproductive process is complex and not always successful.  Tests and 
counselling can assist people with reproductive difficulties and genetic counselling can help 
determine the level of risk of having an offspring with a genetic condition for families with 
known conditions.  The environment plays a large role in determining the survival of 
individuals.  
 

Italian (Stage 2) – 2AITA / 2BITA 
 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a ‘C’  in Year 10 Italian. 
Italian is the language of Italy and one of the official languages of the European Union.  As a 
result of extensive Italian migration, speakers of Italian can also be found in countries around 
the world.  Italian, together with its dialects, is also one of the most widely spoken of the 
community languages found in Australia.  In addition, Australia and Italy have strong cultural 
and economic ties.  Throughout the world Italians and the Italian language make a distinctive 
contribution in areas such as politics, art, architecture, music, science, fashion, literature, film 
and theatre.  An ability to communicate in Italian provides opportunities for students to learn 
about the rich and diverse Italian culture, traditions and belief systems. 
 
With increasing numbers of Australians travelling the world and tourists visiting Australia, 
employers are recognising the usefulness of having skills in another language.  An ability to 
communicate in Italian, in conjunction with other skills, provides students with enhanced 
career opportunities in fields such as tourism and hospitality, commerce, diplomacy, banking 
and international finance, government, law, science and technology, education, research and 
advertising, media, translating and interpreting, as well as the food, winemaking, health, 
automotive, fashion and beauty industries.  Students also develop recognition of the value of 
being an effective communicator within the service industries. 
 
The Italian course is designed to equip students with the skills to function within an 
increasingly global society, a culturally and linguistically diverse local community and to 
provide the foundation for life-long language learning. 

 
The focus for the 2AITA is rapporti (relationships).  It is primarily aimed at students who are able 
to work with more complex content and are ready for further development.  They explore their 
own culture from a teenager‟s perspective and compare it with what it means to be a teenager 
in Italy.  They explore notions of national or regional identity.  They also consider the impact of 
technology and globalisation on Italian-speaking communities. 
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Relationships may relate to family, friends, school, and workplace and may be passing or long-
term.  Students learn about the place of amici, the notion of the extended family, i compagni di 
classe, and the role of the community and the „neighbourhood‟ in the lives of Italian speakers.  
They also develop the language and skills to communicate within, and about these contexts. 
The focus for the 2BITA is andiamo! (travel – let‟s go).  It is primarily aimed at students who 
wish to consolidate their understanding of more complex content.  They explore the ways in 
which learning Italian may be of benefit to them in relation to tourism and in dealing with 
Italian speaking customers and colleagues in a workplace situation, and they explore the 
possibility of developing a language mentoring relationship with an Italian speaker in their 
community. 
Students share information about travel, and what to consider when planning a trip.  They look 
at Australia and specifically their local area as a destination for Italian speaking travellers, and 
explore cultural exchanges/school trips to Italy.  Such situations enable students to gain an 
understanding of what it means to live in Italy. 
 

Modern History (Stage 2) – 2AHIM/2BHIM 
 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of 55%in Year 10 Society and Environment and a minimum of 55% 
in Year 10 Course 2English. 
  
Unit 2AHIM 
The focus for this unit is societies and change. Students become aware of the evolving nature 
of societies and the various forces for continuity and change that exist. They learn that some 
values, beliefs and traditions are linked to the identity of a society, but others are transitory. 
Also, that in any period of change there are those individuals and institutions that support 
change, but others that oppose it; and that there are different interpretations of the resultant 
society.  
 
Unit 2BHIM 
The focus for this unit is historical trends and movements. Students understand that 
throughout history there have been events, ideas, beliefs and values that have contributed to 
underlying historical trends and movements. They understand that some of these trends and 
movements have lasted thousands of years, whilst others have had a fleeting impact on society, 
and that these trends and movements have met with varying degrees of support and 
opposition, sometimes causing conflict. They are able to note cause, impact and consequence, 
action and reaction and trends of continuity and change.  
 
Assessment in these units takes the form of historical inquiry, document study, explanation and 
examinations. Completion of these units prepares students for 3AHIM and 3BHIM in 2010. 
 

Music (Stage 2) – 2AMUS/2BMUS 
 
Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a ‘B’ in Year 10 Music and appropriate instrumental/composition 
ability.  For further information regarding Music please contact Dr Robert Braham, Director of Music. 
 
This course will lead to 3A/3B in Year 12. 
This is an excellent course where students can specialise in their area of strength. The course 
consists of the following components: Performance, Aural, Theory, Analysis, 
Composition/Arranging, Cultural and Historical Perspectives.  
All students will study each of the listed course components and will also choose a 
performance, composition or research elective. The elective will be worth 40% of the course.  
Students who are strong in more than one component may choose two half electives worth 20% 
each eg: performance/composition, research/composition or research/performance.  
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ELECTIVES – PART A 
Performance Elective : A study of a particular instrument/voice both as a solo performer and 
in ensemble. Requirements for each instrument are set out in the performance requirements 
handbook. It is strongly recommended that students wishing to enroll in Music 2A/2B  have an 
instrumental standard equivalent to third or fourth grade AMEB. 
Composition Elective: Submission of a portfolio of compositions.  
Research Elective: Submission of a research project based on an area of musical interest. 
 
COMPULSORY CONTENT – PART B 
Aural:  Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to aural activities, 
including aural identification of the elements of music. This can be perception activities such as 
dictations and intervals, chord progressions, instrument identification and practical voice skills. 
Analysis: Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to the analysis of 
musical works through research linked to western art music. This may include written 
assignments and oral presentations. 
Performance: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to instrumental 
and/or vocal work. Performance assessment can be demonstrated as a soloist and/or as part of 
an ensemble. 
 
Composition: Tasks requiring application of theoretical knowledge and skills related to 
creating/arranging music. This may include melody writing, SATB setting, orchestrations and 
arrangements, harmonisation, accompaniment writing. 
 
Investigation: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to research. This 
may include comparative studies and/or research into the styles, conventions, influences and 
contextual knowledge of the area/s of study chosen. 
 

Music (Stage 2) – 2AMUSW/2BMUSW 
Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a ‘B’ in Year 10 Music and appropriate instrumental/composition 
ability.  For further information regarding Music please contact Dr Robert Braham, Director of Music. 
 
The context of this course is Western Art Music.  It will lead to 3A/3B in Year 12. 
 
This is an excellent course where students can specialise in their area of strength. The course 
consists of the following components: Performance, Aural, Theory, Analysis, 
Composition/Arranging, Cultural and Historical Perspectives.  All students will study each of 
the listed course components and will also choose a performance, composition or research 
elective.  Students who are strong in more than one component may choose two half electives, 
e.g. performance/composition, research/composition or research/performance.  
 
ELECTIVES – PART A (40%) 

Part A is independent of context.  For example, students who play the jazz saxophone, the 
drum kit or the didgeridoo may also use these instruments for their performance assessment.   
Performance Elective : A study of a particular instrument/voice or instruments as a solo 
performer and/or in ensemble. It is strongly recommended that students wishing to enroll in 
Music 3A/3B have a minimum instrumental/vocal standard equivalent to fifth grade AMEB. 
Composition Elective: Submission of a portfolio of compositions.  
Research Elective: Submission of a research project based on an area of musical interest. 
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COMPULSORY CONTENT – PART B (60%) 
Part B must be context specific, i.e. in the context of Western Art Music. 
Aural:  Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to aural activities, 
including aural identification of the elements of music. This can be perception activities such as 
dictations and intervals, chord progressions, instrument identification and practical voice skills. 
Analysis: Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to the analysis of 
musical works through research linked to western art music. This may include written 
assignments and oral presentations. 
Performance: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to instrumental 
and/or vocal work. Performance assessment can be demonstrated as a soloist and/or as part of 
an ensemble. 
Composition: Tasks requiring application of theoretical knowledge and skills related to 
creating/arranging music. This may include melody writing, SATB setting, orchestrations and 
arrangements, harmonisation, accompaniment writing. 
Investigation: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to research. This 
may include comparative studies and/or research into the styles, conventions, influences and 
contextual knowledge of the area/s of study chosen. 

 
Music – Contemporary (Stage 2) – 2AMUSC/2BMUSC 
Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a ‘B’ grade in Year 10 or Year 11 1A/1B Music and appropriate 
instrumental/composition ability.  For further information regarding Music please contact Dr Robert 
Braham, Director of Music. 
 
The context of this course is Contemporary Music.  For those in Year 11, it may lead to 3A/3B 
in Year 12. 
 
This is an excellent course where students can specialise in two areas of study, e.g. pop, rock, 
African-American.   
 
The course consists of the following components: Performance, Aural, Theory, Analysis, 
Composition/Arranging, Cultural and Historical Perspectives.  All students will study each of 
the listed course components and will also choose a performance, composition or research 
elective.  Students who are strong in more than one component may choose two half electives, 
e.g. performance/composition, research/composition or research/performance.  
 
ELECTIVES – PART A (40%) 
Part A is independent of context.  For example, students who play the jazz saxophone, the cello 
or the didgeridoo may also use these instruments for their performance assessment.   
Performance Elective : A study of a particular instrument/voice or instruments as a solo 
performer and/or in ensemble. It is strongly recommended that students wishing to enroll in 
Music 3A/3B have a minimum instrumental/vocal standard equivalent to fifth grade AMEB. 
Composition Elective: Submission of a portfolio of compositions.  
Research Elective: Submission of a research project based on an area of musical interest. 
 
COMPULSORY CONTENT – PART B (60%) 
Part B must be context specific, i.e. in the context of Western Art Music. 
Aural:  Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to aural activities, 
including aural identification of the elements of music. This can be perception activities such as 
dictations and intervals, chord progressions, instrument identification and practical voice skills. 
Analysis: Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to the analysis of 
musical works through research linked to western art music. This may include written 
assignments and oral presentations. 
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Performance: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to instrumental 
and/or vocal work. Performance assessment can be demonstrated as a soloist and/or as part of 
an ensemble. 
Composition: Tasks requiring application of theoretical knowledge and skills related to 
creating/arranging music. This may include melody writing, SATB setting, orchestrations and 
arrangements, harmonisation, accompaniment writing. 
Investigation: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to research. This 
may include comparative studies and/or research into the styles, conventions, influences and 
contextual knowledge of the area/s of study chosen. 

 
Physical Education Studies (Stage 2) - 2APES / 2BPES 
 
Minimum Pre-Requisites: Minimum of 60% in Year 10 Course 1 or Course 2 Science, and,  a minimum 
in of 60% in Year 10 Course 1 or 2 English. In addition, it is recommended that students have 
successfully completed either Year 10 Physical Education, Health and Fitness or Aquatics courses in 
Middle School.   

 
The Physical Education Studies course of study caters for students who wish to progress to 
human movement and sport science studies at tertiary level, continue studies in the vocational 
area or who are looking to proceed directly to the workplace. 
 
Students undertaking the Physical Education Studies course of study will progressively 
develop skills, knowledge and understanding that will enable them to pursue their personal 
interests and potential in physical activity as athletes, coaches, officials and or administrators. It 
will prepare them to play an active role in the development of communities and societies.   
 
Enhanced self understanding and respect and concern for others are a focus throughout the 
course of study. The course is adaptable to a variety of sports and activities depending on the 
student‟s interests and personal expertise. 
The emphasis is on learning through movement and personal experiences to achieve progress 
towards the outcomes. 
 
Units 2A and 2B include complex content and are suitable for students who are entering at 
Levels 4/5 and are ready for further development.  These units will be a prerequisite for the 
stage three units which will be available in Year 12. 
 
Examples of learning contexts include; exploring personal potential, fitness and conditioning, 
skill instruction and practice, training with a tactical approach, mental preparation for 
participation, goal setting, pursuing personal potential in physical activity, realising personal 
potential, sporting success, coaching and leadership. 
 

Physics (Stage 2) – 2APHY/2BPHY 

 
Minimum prerequisites: óAô in either Course 1 or 2 Science, or, a óBô  in Course 1 or 2 Science with the 

recommendation of the Head of Department. A high level of Mathematics from Year 10 is desirable.  
 
Physics is an experimental discipline involving the study of the properties of, and 
interrelationships between, energy and matter. Students construct models about how objects 
and systems interact with one another and how interactions can produce changes. The 
contextual approach of this course helps students to appreciate the relevance of physics to their 
everyday experiences and to gain insight into experiences that are far from the everyday. 
These, in turn, allow us to develop a deeper understanding of the world around us.  



 27 

Each unit is defined with a particular focus and a selection of learning contexts through which 
the specific unit content can be taught and learnt. The cognitive difficulty of the content 
increases with each stage. 
 
Three outcomes are examined in units over two stages.  
Outcome 1: Investigating and Communicating in Physics 
Outcome 2: Energy 
Outcome 3: Forces and Fields 
 
Unit 2APHY 
The unit content organisers are motion and forces explore motion in one dimension to solve 
both qualitative and quantitative problems. Through the study of nuclear physics, they learn 
about atomic structure and subatomic particles to understand and appreciate phenomena such 
as those that lead to the emission of nuclear radiation and nuclear energy. They are encouraged 
to develop their own investigations of real world problems, extending their investigative and 
communication skills. They learn that uncertainties are an integral part of the measurements 
made in their experiments and engage with more abstract questions to select appropriate 
problem-solving strategies. 
 
Unit 2BPHY 
The unit content organisers are heating and cooling and electrical fundamentals. In learning 
about heating and cooling, students gain insight into temperature measurement, internal 
energy, conduction and convection and radiation to develop understandings about how energy 
is transferred by heat through different types of materials. They also examine the thermal 
properties of substances, including thermal expansion, specific heat capacity and latent heat. 
Within electrical fundamentals, they learn to apply the concepts of charge and energy transfer 
to situations involving both electrostatics and current electricity. They construct and study 
characteristics of electric circuits; learn how to work safely with electricity; and gain a more 
comprehensive understanding of the relationship between electricity and magnetism. They 
research real world problems and plan to carry out an investigation, and deal with abstract 
concepts and principles when selecting problem-solving techniques. 
 
Politics and Law (Stage 2) – 2APAL/2BPAL 
 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of 55%in Year 10 Society and Environment and a minimum of 55% 
in Year 10 Course 2English. 
 
Unit 2APAL 
The focus for this unit is political and legal systems. Students critically examine the legislative, 
executive and judicial structures and processes of political and legal systems, the principles that 
underpin these structures and processes and the values and events that influence them. 
 
Concepts studied in this unit include: 
 principles of: democracy, rule of law, representative government, responsible government, 

federalism and citizenship 
 the roles of the legislative, executive and judicial arms of government 
 the structure of Australia‟s political and legal system  
 types of laws made by parliaments, courts and subordinate authorities 
 legislative processes at state and national levels 
 the court hierarchy, rules of statutory interpretation and the doctrine of precedent 
 key processes of civil and criminal trials in Western Australia 
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Unit 2BPAL 
The focus for this unit is representation and justice. Students critically examine the principles 
of representative democracy and justice. They also examine the concept of representation, 
electoral systems, electoral reform proposals and alternative electoral and voting systems. 
Students examine the impact of criminal and civil law processes on individuals and groups. 
Contemporary criminal and civil law issues, events, reform proposals and arguments for and 
against alternative legal systems are also examined.  
 
Concepts studied in this unit include: 
 the principles of fair elections and natural justice 
 theory and practice of political representation: delegate, partisan, representative and mirror 

representation 
 the Western Australian and Commonwealth electoral and voting systems since Federation 
 ways individuals and political parties and pressure groups can participate in Australia‟s 

electoral processes 
 strengths and weaknesses of Western Australia‟s civil and criminal law processes 
 the role of mediation in the judicial process in theory and in practice  

 
Assessment in these units takes the form of investigation, source analysis, explanation and 
examinations.  These units are seen as preparation for units 3APAL and 3BPAL.  
 

Visual Arts (Stage 2) - 2AVAR/2BVAR 
 

Minimum Pre-Requisite: Minimum of a  ‘B’  in Year 10 Art and 55% in Year 10 English. 

This Visual Arts course of study may lead to further study in year 12 that supports entrance to 
university. These are Stage Two units which provide opportunities to extend knowledge and 
understandings in more challenging academic contexts.  
In the Visual Arts courses students are involved in study that is enjoyable, relevant and 
meaningful. Students have opportunities to express their imagination and develop personal 
imagery, develop skills, and engage in the making and presentation of artworks.  
 
Unit 2AVAR   
The recommended focus for this unit is differences arising from cultural diversity, place, 
gender, class and historical periods. Differences relating to new art forms, media and 
conventions may also provide a stimulus for exploration and expression.  
Students will explore ways of collecting, compiling and recording information and 
documenting thinking and working practices. They will explore approaches to drawing and 
develop awareness that each artist has his or her particular way of making marks to explore 
personal vision. Students will examine how visual language and media choices contribute to 
the process of conveying function and meaning, and use a range of media and technologies to 
explore, create and communicate ideas. The body of work created may involve drawing, 
painting, printmaking, graphic art, digital media, ceramics, sculpture or hybrid arts.  
 
Unit 2BVAR   

The recommended focus for this unit is identities exploring concepts or issues related to 
personal, social, cultural or gender identity. Students will become aware that self-expression 
distinguishes individuals as well as cultures. Students use a variety of stimulus and use a range 
of investigative approaches as starting points to create artworks. They develop a personal 
approach to the development of ideas/concepts making informed choices about the materials, 
skills, techniques and processes used to resolve and present their ideas and concepts. The body 
of work created may involve drawing, painting, printmaking, graphic art, digital media, 
ceramics, sculpture or hybrid arts.  
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YEAR 11 COURSES WHICH ARE NOT USED TO FORM THE 
TER IN YEAR 12 
 

Business Management and Enterprise (Stage 1) – 1ABME/1BBME 
 
No prerequisites required. 
 
Unit 1ABME 

In this unit, the focus is on the role of business in Australia. Most people have had consumer 
experiences, whether it is using a mobile phone, watching TV or paying for and using other 
goods and services. Therefore, learning contexts are selected that tap into these interests and 
build upon this informal understanding. Different perspectives on the contribution of business 
to society are considered. 
 
Unit 1BBME 

In this unit, the focus is on contexts related to initiative and inspiration, which are the values 
of the dynamic and imaginative entrepreneur or business manager. Opportunities are provided 
to explore business start-ups and to recognise the factors that contribute to business success. 
Entrepreneurship and innovative thinking are introduced, generating ideas and proposals that 
may be suitable for business ventures. These proposals are then developed into a business plan. 
 
This course prepares students for the 1C and 1D modules of Business Management and 
Enterprise 
 

Careers and Enterprise (Stage 1) – 1ACAE/1BCAE 
 
No prerequisites required. 
 
Unit 1ACAE 
The focus of this unit is exploring my world and its connections. Students recognise 
themselves as part of a network of people and organisations and identify who can help with 
school-to-work transitions. Students realise that employment is connected with responsibility 
for self and others. Aspects of work such as part-time, full-time, flexi hours, volunteer work 
and unemployment are explored. Students understand that transitions can be facilitated by 
resources made available through the family, school, workplace and community and that these 
groups assist young people to learn what is expected of them as workers. 
 
Unit 1BCAE 
The focus of this unit is entry-level work readiness. Basic skills and entry-level jobs are put 
under the microscope and links are drawn between the two as they broaden their 
understanding of work roles within specific industry areas. Career development options are 
examined through case studies. Students understand the organisation of workplaces within a 
chosen industry area and learn about the rights and responsibilities of employees and 
employers in entry-level positions. Students realise that environmental influences and trends 
exist within a limited context and that these could affect their career development 
opportunities.  
This course prepares students to complete the 1C/D modules of Careers and Enterprise. 
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English – (Stage 1) 1AENG/1BENG 
 

For further information on English stage 1 units please refer to the English course section of this 
handbook.  
 

Materials Design and Technology – Wood  (Stage 1) -1AMDTW/ 
1BMDTW 

 
Minimum prerequisites: ‘C’ or above in a Year 10 Design and Technology subject. 
This is a practical course using a wood context for the design and manufacture of products as 
the major focus for the course. There is also the flexibility to incorporate additional materials 
from outside the designated context.  This will enhance and complement the knowledge and 
skills developed within the course as many modern day products are manufactured using a 
range of different material types . Students may use a few or many materials in innovative 
designs and explore the interactions between materials, people and their environment.  
  
Working with materials, students develop a range of manipulative, processing, manufacturing 
and organisational skills.  When designing with materials, they develop cognitive skills such as 
critiquing, analysing, solving problems, generating innovative ideas and communicating what 
they do.  This makes them more technologically literate and, as consumers, enables them to 
make decisions about the use and misuse of technology now and in the future. 
  
The Materials Design and Technology course aims to prepare all students for a future in a 
technological and material world by providing the foundation for lifelong learning about how 
materials are developed and used. 
 
Students studying 1A/1B Materials Design & Technology will be able progress to Certificate I 
in Engineering Certificate (VET) program in Year 12. 
 

Mathematics (Stage 1) - 1BMAT/1CMAT 
 
For further information on Mathematics stage 1 units please refer to the Mathematics course 
section of this handbook.  
 

Media Production and Analysis (Stage 1) – 1CMPA/1DMPA 
 
Minimum prerequisites: No prerequisite required. 
MPA 1C/1D is designed for students who wish to further develop their skills in media. 
 
Media Production and Analysis focuses on three areas; Investigation, Production and Response 
 
Students will be asked to work in areas that include 

 Short Film Competitions 

 Simple Phone based games 

 Sports Reporting 

 Yr 12 Leavers Video 
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Music (Stage 1) – 1CMUS/1DMUS 

Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of  ‘C’ in Year 10 Music or appropriate instrumental ability. Students 
who have not completed Year 10 Music will be eligible if they have an appropriate instrumental 
background. For further information regarding music please contact Dr Robert Braham, Director of 
Music. 
 
The course consists of the following components:  Performance, Aural, Theory, Analysis, 
Composition/Arranging, Production /Management, and Cultural and Historical Perspectives. 
All students will study each of the listed course components and will also choose a 
performance, composition or research elective. The elective will be worth 40% of the course. 
Students who are strong in more than one component may choose two half electives with 20% 
each. For example: performance/composition, research/composition or research/performance. 
 
 

ELECTIVES (40%) – PART A: May be independent of context Option One: Students apply 
their knowledge and skills in order to present performances or composition portfolio or 
research portfolio. 
OR 
Option Two: Students choose two of the assessment types below to apply their knowledge and 
skills in order to present performances and/or composition portfolio and/or research portfolio. 
Assessment Type Choice 1: 20% 
Assessment Type Choice 2: 20% 
 
Performance Elective : A study of a particular instrument/voice both as a solo performer and 
in ensemble. Requirements for each instrument will be set  out in the performance 
requirements handbook. 
Composition Elective: Submission of a portfolio of compositions relating to theoretical 
knowledge and skills related to creating/arranging music Research Elective: Submission of a 
research project based on an area of musical interest. 
 
COMPULSORY CONTENT (60%) – PART B: Must be context specific 
Aural: Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to aural activities, 
including aural identification of the elements of music. This can be perception activities such as 
dictations and intervals, chord progressions, instrument identification and practical voice skills. 
 
Analysis: Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to the analysis of 
musical works through research linked to the 'area/s of study'. This may include written 
assignments and oral presentations. 
 
Performance: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to instrumental 
and/or vocal work. Performance assessment can be demonstrated as a soloist and/or as part of 
an ensemble. 
 
Composition: Tasks requiring application of theoretical knowledge and skills related to 
creating/arranging music. This may include melody and rhythm writing, orchestrations and 
arrangements, SATB setting, harmonisation, accompaniment writing, stylisation, chart and lead 
sheet writing. 
 
Investigation: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to research. This may 
include comparative studies and/or research into the styles, conventions, influences and 
contextual knowledge of the area/s of study chosen. 
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Religion & Life (Stage 1)1A/1B  
For further information on Religion & Life stage 1 units please refer to the Religion and Life 
course section of this handbook.  
 

Visual Arts 1CVAR/1DVAR  
Minimum prerequisite: No prerequisite required although completion of Art or Design and Technology 
subjects is desirable 
 

The Visual Arts course of study stage one units provides bridging support and a practical and 
applied focus to help students develop technical skills. These units include content suitable for 
students who are interested in projects that are more hands-on and deal with popular aspects 
of design. Students are provided with opportunities to develop imagination, problem solving 
strategies creative abilities, and an understanding of their environment, community and 
culture. Students will engage in traditional, modern and contemporary art forms and 
conventions such as sculpture, painting, drawing, graphic design, printmaking, collage, 
ceramics, installations and multimedia.  
 
Unit 1CVAR  
The recommended focus for this unit is inspirations. Students will become aware that artists 
gain inspiration and generate ideas from diverse sources, including what is experienced, 
learned about, believed in, valued, imagined or invented. The breadth of this focus allows 
choice of learning contexts that are related to students‟ interests. In this unit students develop 
their knowledge and understanding of visual language and apply this to both art making and 
art interpretation.  
 
Unit 1DVAR  
The focus for this unit is investigations. Students explore and develop ideas through the 
investigation of different artists, art forms, processes and technologies. In particular, students 
explore the expressive potential of media, techniques and processes, considering their inherent 
qualities in the development and presentation of artworks. They further develop their 
knowledge and understanding of visual language and apply this to both art making and art 
interpretation. 
 
  



 33 

Endorsed Programmes 

 
Endorsed programmes offer students access to a wide range of learning opportunities not 
covered in Curriculum Council courses.  Endorsed programmes enable learning to be „tailored‟ 
to suit individual student interests and can contribute up to 50 per cent of WACE 
requirements. 

 
Students can participate in endorsed programmes in a range of settings, including the 
workplace, training institutions, a university and the community.  Endorsed programmes are 
offered at Trinity College in Work Place Learning and Vocational Education and Training. 

 
All endorsed programmes achieved will be recorded on the student‟s statement of results. 
 
For further information on Endorsed Programmes, please refer to: 
http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/internet/Senior_Secondary/Endorsed_Programs/ 

 

Vocational and Education Training Programmes 
 
Australian Qualification Framework Certificates 
 
All AQF certificates offered at Trinity College are stand-alone certificates. They are competency 
based and vocational education courses that contribute to the Western Australian Certificate of 
Education (WACE) in the same way as Curriculum Council courses of study.  These certificates 
will also act as prerequisite courses for higher certificates at TAFE and will contribute points 
towards entry to other TAFE certificate courses. 
 

Certificate I and II Business 
Minimum prerequisite: No prerequisites required. 
This programme provides students with the fundamental knowledge on all facets of working 
in a business as an administration clerk, general clerk or in reception.  Only those students who 
choose the Senior Enterprise Programme will be eligible to enrol in these certificates.  For 
further information on the Senior Enterprise Programme please refer to the Senior Enterprise 
section of this handbook. 
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Certificate II  Information Technology 
The Certificate II (ICA20105) is a skills-based, vocational education course and a prerequisite 
for ICA 30105 Certificate III in Information Technology in Year 12.   
 
This programme provides Year 11 students with the fundamental knowledge on all facets of 
operating hardware and software, using operating systems, designing and integrating 
documents and working in an IT environment, creating images and using internet. 
 
Successful completion of this course will provide the student with the following advantages: 

 A prerequisite for Certificate III in IT in Year 12 at Trinity College. 

 A prerequisite for Certificate III in IT at TAFE. 

 Points towards other TAFE certificate courses. 

 A way of attaining certified IT skills required in many other career areas. 
 
Units Studied: 
 

1. Follow workplace safety procedures 
2. Design organisational documents using commercial computing packages 
3. Operate computer hardware 
4. Operate computing packages 
5. Integrate commercial computing packages 
6. Use a computer operating system 
7. Work effectively in an IT environment 
8. Communicate in the workplace 
9. Create, manipulate and incorporate 2D graphics 
10. Use an authoring tool to create an interactive sequence 
11. Work individually or in teams to achieve organisational goals 
12. Operate a personal computer 
13. Access and use the internet 
14. Create Web Pages with Multimedia 

 

Certificate I Sport and Recreation 
Minimum prerequisite: No prerequisites required. 

 
This qualification is designed to reflect the role of entry level employees who perform routine 
tasks under direct supervision in the sport and recreation industry sector. 
  

The programme provides students with the fundamental knowledge on all facets of working in 
a business and sport environment such as a leisure centre, first aid, coaching and umpiring in 
various sporting codes.  
  
There will be two streams offered to Year 11 students in 2010: one stream will cater for Physical 

Education students and the other stream will cater for Outdoor Education students.  Both 
streams will have a common core of competencies including the following units: providing first 
aid, creating a client relationship and developing knowledge of the sport and recreation 
industry. The Physical Education students will then embark on AFL umpiring competencies 
whilst the Outdoor Education students will cover competencies such as environmental impact, 
interpreting and applying weather information, setting up overnight camping sites and sailing.  
 
On completion of this Certificate in Year 11, students may progress to a Certificate II Outdoor 
Recreation in Year 12. 

http://210.9.70.37/cgi-bin/waxhtml/~ntis2/unit.wxh?page=80&inputRef=17575&sCalledFrom=std
http://210.9.70.37/cgi-bin/waxhtml/~ntis2/unit.wxh?page=80&inputRef=24358&sCalledFrom=std
http://210.9.70.37/cgi-bin/waxhtml/~ntis2/unit.wxh?page=80&inputRef=23412&sCalledFrom=std
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Work Place Learning 
 
Prerequisites: Entry is subject to an interview. 

This is an important Workplace Learning Programme at Trinity College. 
 
Students are expected to be able to work one day each week over usually two 15 week blocks of 
a combination to suit individual student needs.  To be awarded 2 unit equivalents, students 
must complete at least 110 hours in the workplace. 
 
Students undertake training in a real workplace during which they are expected to demonstrate 
attainment of at least 20 skills from the Curriculum Council‟s employability skills list.  The list 
is made up of nine broad headings: 
 

 Communication 

 Teamwork 

 Problem-solving 

 Self management 

 Planning and organising 

 Technology 

 Learning 

 Initiative and enterprise 

 Safety and health 
 

Workplace Learning (WL) is credited towards Secondary Graduation and 110 hours in the 
workplace is a full 2 unit equivalence.  In any one year, two placements could then lead to 4 
units toward graduation as long as a minimum of 110 hours has been performed in each 
placement. 
 
Benefits for Students 
 

 Develops responsible work skills and assists in career planning. 

 Increases self-esteem and confidence and develops broader communication skills. 

 Complements and reinforces school courses and increases awareness of the link 
between school, work and further education. 

 Provides a realistic understanding of the expectations of specific industries. 

 Provides students with „employability skills‟ which enhances their employment 
prospects. 

 TAFEWA entry points on successful completion. 

 Students receive a Certificate of Completion. 

 Contributes credit points towards Secondary Graduation. 
 
How to Apply: 

 Collect an application form from the VET office in the P L Duffy Resource Centre at 
the College. 

 Include Workplace Learning on the Subject Selection Form. 
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School Based Traineeships and Apprenticeships 
 

Limited opportunities exist for Year 11 students to apply for a traineeship in Hospitality or in 
the Housing Industry. Interested students should apply to the VET Coordinator. 
 
 

Senior Enterprise Programme 
 
Minimum prerequisites: Entry is  subject to interview. 
The programme is an example of what education can be in an enterprise environment. 
 
 It is available to all students in Years 10-12. 
 Students work towards achieving Certificates I and II in Business. 
 The major focus is on developing a core enterprise project. 
 It incorporates standard business procedures; conservation and land management; 

environmental awareness; and personal development. 
 Students also participate in workplace learning, training camps and excursions. 
 Small class numbers enable experienced and innovative staff to cater for a wide range of 

individual needs. 
 To meet individual needs students are still able to enrol in mainstream subjects that will 

help them create a pathway to future employment opportunities. 
 
Students can see the relevance of their education as they are placed in an authentic learning 
environment.  They are given ample opportunity to practise new skills in real-life situations 
and are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning.  They are encouraged to 
become enterprising learners, taking on higher levels of responsibility and developing 
awareness that their actions can have consequences for the rest of the team. 
 
Enterprise education provides students with opportunities to engage with others in ways that 
are not necessarily shaped by the traditional relationship structures of the school.  The teacher‟s 
role is focused more on facilitating rather than instructing, giving the students the opportunity 
to interact with adults on a more equal footing and encouraging students to take on more 
leadership roles. 
 
Students participating in this program will also undertake a range of WACE courses at stage 
one, and, or VET certificate programs, that meet their needs and interests. As a result students 
may achieve the Western Australian Certificate of Education. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 

(WACE) REQUIREMENTS FOR 2011 
 
 
To qualify for a Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE), a student must: 
 
Complete at least 20 course units (including at least three two-unit combinations) 

 Up to 50 per cent may comprise endorsed programs including stand-alone VET subject 
equivalents. 

 
 

Achieve an average of at least ‘C’ grade or better across at least ten course units from at least 
five courses (at least three two-unit combinations must be included) 

 Endorsed programs do not contribute to the „C‟ grade requirement. 
 

Meet the standard for English language competence 

 Complete at least four units from an English course (including at least two in Year 11 
and two in year 12); 

 Meet the language competence standard as defined by work samples which are similar 
to a „C‟ grade in stage 1 English. 

 
 

Include at least one course from List A (Humanities/Arts/Languages) and List B 

(Mathematics/Science/Technology) in their final WACE year (Year 12). Note: This breadth-of-
study requirement is waived for those students undertaking in their final year of secondary 
schooling 50 per cent of their study program as endorsed programs (including VET).  

 

 

Sit the WACE examination in the course (unless exempt), if he is in their final year of senior 
secondary schooling and is enrolled in a pair of stage 2 or 3 units in that course. 
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Statement of Results 
 
A statement of results will be issued to all students who complete at least one Curriculum 
Council subject, course unit, endorsed programme or unit of competence.  The statement of 
results is a cumulative record which is issued at the end of each year of senior school. 
 
The statement of results will record: 

 
 Achievement of course units. 
 School and examination achievement in courses. 
 Achievement of endorsed programmes. 
 Achievement of VET units of competency and/VET qualifications. 
 Completion of requirements for secondary graduation for the awarding of the WACE, 

including achievement of English language competence. 
 School and examination results in WACE courses.  and  
 Achievement of awards. 
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ENTRY TO PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 
 

The University of Western Australia, Curtin, Edith Cowan and Murdoch Universities use a 
relatively common selection system.  Basically, for 2011 entry (Year 12 in 2010) they require 
four criteria to be satisfied to obtain entry: 
 

 Meet the requirements for the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) 
prescribed by the Curriculum Council; 

 Achieve competence in English as prescribed by the individual universities, and  
 Obtain a sufficiently high Tertiary Entrance Rank (TER) for entry to a particular university 

and/or course (Edith Cowan University may not require a TER for some pathways), and  
 Satisfy any prerequisites or special requirements for entry to particular courses.  
 

Please refer the to TISC website for further information on university entrance on 
www.tisc.edu.au 
 
 
These details are summarised as follows: 
 

WACE Requirements 
A summary of the WACE requirements is provided on the previous page. 
 

Competence in English 
 
Competence in English for university entrance is not to be confused with the ‘English 
Language Competence’ required for the WACE. 
 
For university admission purposes, students are required to achieve a scaled score of at least 

50 in either English or English Literature. Students can meet the competence in English 
requirement with Year 12 results obtained in any year. 
 

The Tertiary Entrance Rank (TER)  
 
The Tertiary Entrance Rank is the basis of admission to most university courses. Students are 
ranked in order of merit based on their TER. 
 
What is the TER? 
The TER is a number out of 100 which indicates a student‟s relative position compared with all 
other students who graduate from Year 12. A TER of 75.00 indicates that a student has an 
overall rating equal to or better than 75% of the Year 12 school leaving age population in 
Western Australia. 
 
How is the Tertiary Entrance Score and TER calculated? 
 
The TER is derived from the Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA). All courses at stages two and 
three count towards the TER.  

http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/SLAR2009.html#secondary_graduation#secondary_graduation
http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/SLAR2009.html#Competence#Competence
http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/SLAR2009.html#TER#TER
http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/SLAR2009.html#prerequisites#prerequisites
http://www.tisc.edu.au/
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Only courses studies in Year 12 can be counted. For courses, a consecutive pair of units must 

be undertaken to produce a school score. Students are required to sit for the WACE 
examination in that course to produce a combined score (a school score added to the 
examination score).  Students will sit separate stage 2 and stage 3 exams in all courses. 

The TEA is calculated by adding the best four Year 12 courses. In using scores from the best 
four courses, there are some rules that apply: 
 

 Certain course combinations cannot be used. You cannot count both English and 
Literature, Biology and Human Biology, Physics and Integrated Science (not offered 
at Trinity).  

 Scores can be accumulated over a number of years. 
 

For students doing courses, as an incentive to do the more demanding stage 3 units, results at 
stage 3 will be increased by 15 marks per course relative to the stage 2 results, as part of the 
scaling process. Please note that the incentive increments for Mathematics is currently under 
review.  
 
In terms of obtaining a score for each course, a school based component (50%) is added to the 
External Examination component (50%) to form a combined score. There are several statistical 
procedures which are applied to the school score (moderating), exam score (standardising) and 
the combined score (scaling).  
 
Scaling is performed using the Average Subject Scaling Method (ASSM).  In general terms, a 
subject is scaled according to the marks that all students doing that subject achieved in their 
other three courses. Students no longer have to sit for the Australian Scaling Test (AST). 
 
The following example shows how the TEA is calculated.  
 
Assume a student received the following scaled scores: 
 

English    82 
Physical Education   76 
Modern History   71 
Biological Sciences   69 
Geography   64 
Mathematics   54 

 

 Calculate the score for the best for results. In this example, the courses included will be: 
English   82 
Physical Education   76 
Modern History   71 
Biological Sciences   69 
TOTAL  298 
 

 The final Tertiary Entrance Aggregate is 298. 
 
 This equates to a Tertiary Entrance Rank of 96.4. 

 
In this example, the student has performed very well. The TER means that the student is better 
than 96.39% of Year 12 students in the State.   
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What Does a TER Mean?  
Depending on student demand for particular courses and the number of places available for 
those courses, the TER required will vary from course to course and from year to year.  For 
example, there is a very limited number of places available in the Veterinary Studies course at 
Murdoch University, and the student demand is very high.  This results in a higher TER (and 
associated TEA) and only the higher ranked students would be offered a place. In some 
courses, such as Arts at the University of Western Australia, there are many more places 
available.  These are not typically under high demand from students with high TER's.  
Therefore the TER for Arts is much lower.   
 
The following table summarises a sample of courses and the TER and TEA that would be 
required to gain entry in the first round of offers made by the four public universities. The right 
hand column has been included to show the approximate average mark required in the best 
four courses. 
 
A TER of 96.4 enables this student to access a range of courses. Generally university courses 
with TERs over 93 do not vary much from year to year. 
 
 

Relationship between TER and average subject scores - 2008 

TER Av SUBJECT 
SCORE% 

SOME COURSES 

97 77 Law UWA 

96 75 Medicine/Dentistry UWA 

95 73 Computer Science/Chem Double degree CUT 

94 71 Veterinary Science MUR 

91 68 Physiotherapy CUT 

88 65 Pharmacy CUT 

86 63 Engineer, Environmental Design UWA; Chiropractic MUR 

85 62 Computer Science UWA; Law MUR 

84 61 Occupational Therapy ECU; Occupational Therapy CUT 

81 59 Arts UWA; Science UWA; Social Work UWA; Law ECU 

74 54 Asian Studies CUT; Information Tech CUT 

70 51 Primary Teaching MUR  

65 47 Minimum score 1st round MUR; Primary Teaching MUR 

55-65 41-47 Minimum Score 1st round ECU 

 
 

 
For more information please refer to the TISC website for the 2007 TER Cutoff and Eligibility 
Ranks for courses at the various universities. 
 
Courses Studied on a Private Basis 
If students wish to sit courses on a private basis they must enrol with the Curriculum Council. 
It is possible that not all courses will be available to private candidates. A student‟s scaled score 
in courses sat privately will be based on examination scores only.  
These results will not be used to meet the WACE requirement.  
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Prerequisites 
 
Students must ensure that they satisfy the prerequisites for admission to the university course 
of their choice.  Prerequisites are courses or special requirements that must be successfully 
completed for entry to particular university courses. For a pre-requisite course, a scaled score 
of 50 studied at stage three is required.  
  
For some university courses the special requirements may include bridging/special course 
units, interviews, auditions, folio presentations, manual dexterity tests, aptitude tests, fitness 
requirements, etc. Detailed information is available from the individual universities. 
 
Murdoch University does not require applicants to have undertaken specific prerequisite 
subjects and instead provides introductory units to enable its students to become skilled in 
specific areas in which they may be lacking.  
 

http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/prerequisites.html
http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/uni-contacts.html
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UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME  
 

Admission – School Leaver 
 
Notre Dame seeks to enrol students who wish to make a special contribution to society.  To 
identify such students a comprehensive admission process that goes beyond the use of a single 
score is used. 
 
The admission process considers: 
 School results from Year 11 and 12; 
 Tertiary Entrance Rank; 
 A personal statement; 
 References from school and work contacts; and 
 Performance at an admissions interview. 
 

Minimum Entry Requirements  
 
1. Achievement of a Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) 
 Students should have fulfilled the Curriculum Council‟s WACE requirements.  See WACE 

Requirements for 2011 in this handbook. 
2. English Language Competency 
 Students should have achieved at least a „C‟ grade in Year 12 English or English Literature 

(and for approved students, English as a Second Language) at TEE level. 
3. Tertiary Entrance Rank 
 Students should have achieved a minimum rank of 70.00 or higher. Offers of admission will 

be made to those students who have fully demonstrated throughout their Year 11 and 12 
results that they have the capabilities to succeed. 

4. Extra Curricular Involvement 
 In addition to meeting the academic minimum entry requirements, students are to specify 

leadership roles, community involvement in various clubs, teams, groups and organisations 
(including church organisations) and service to others. 

 
Students with exceptional circumstances may be exempted from one or more of these 
requirements. Many courses with competitive entry and/or higher levels of academic rigour 
will require performance at levels exceeding the minimum entry requirements. 
 
Alternative Entry 
 
The university offers a number of alternative entry pathways. There is a six-month bridging 
course for applicants to Notre Dame‟s teaching courses and a general university alternative 
entry pathway program called Certificate IV in Adult Tertiary Preparation. Please enquire at 
the University‟s Prospective Students Centre on 9433 0533 or at future@nd.edu.au for further 
information on these options. 
 
 
 

mailto:future@nd.edu.au
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Recommended Subjects 
UNDA does not stipulate the completion of pre-requisite subjects for its courses. However, the 
following outlines recommended subjects for some course areas: 
 

Arts and Social Sciences No specific recommended subjects 

Behavioural Science No specific recommended subjects 

Biomedical Science A TEE Science and/or a Maths 

Commerce A TEE Mathematics subject 

Communications No specific recommended subjects 

Environmental Studies Geography, Economics, Biology 

Health and Physical Education Human Biology 

Health Science Human Biology 

Information & Communications 
Technology 

Information Systems 

Law English Literature, Political & Legal Studies, History and/or LOTE 

Legal Studies No specific recommended subjects 

Nursing Human Biology 

Physiotherapy At least one TEE Science subject 

Politics and Journalism No specific recommended subjects 

Science A TEE Science 

Sport and Recreation Management Human Biology, a TEE Maths 

Teaching (except Secondary) A TEE Maths 

 
Please note these subjects are in addition to the requirement to complete either English and/or English Literature. 
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TAFEWA ENTRANCE 
 
Vocational education and training has become increasingly important to school leavers seeking 
to join the work force.  TAFEWA offers students an enormous range of subjects and courses to 
meet their specific career goals.  Each year in Western Australia, some 150,000 people receive 
vocational education through TAFEWA.  Of last year‟s school leavers, 30% went to TAFEWA; 
in fact enrolments equalled the total of university applicants.  Altogether students can choose 
from approximately 800 formal courses of which over 100 are available on a full time basis.  
Each student is provided with a TAFEWA Study Guide. 
 
The main study areas are listed below: 
 
 Agriculture 
 Applied Science 
 Architectural & Building Studies 
 Art, Design and Fashion 
 Engineering 
 General Studies 
 Health & Community Care 
 Hospitality & Tourism 
 Management, Business and Commercial Studies 
 Pre-Apprenticeships 
 
TAFEWA qualifications are developed in conjunction with industry to ensure graduates are 
ready for the workplace, with knowledge and skills they can use on the job.  Qualifications are 
at different levels, each involving an increasing degree of skills.  There are pathways and links 
between them to increase opportunities for further education and training. 
 
Certificate 1 
The first level of qualifications covers training in some basic skills and routine tasks. 
 
Certificate II 
Involves moving on to acquire operational knowledge and develop higher skills for providing 
a variety of solutions to predictable problems. 
 
Certificate III 
Involves learning additional theoretical knowledge and developing higher skills for solving a 
variety of problems.  A person with this qualification will be able to use discretion and 
judgement. 
 
Certificate IV 
This level involves the development of a broad knowledge base.  The student learns to analyse 
and evaluate information and to apply the knowledge and skills to a wide variety of contexts. 
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Diploma 
This qualification gives the student a broad theoretical knowledge and/or technical or creative 
skills of substantial depth.  Analysis, judgement and planning are involved across a broad 
range of technical and/or management situations.  Graduates at this level are expected to work 
autonomously in complex technical operations or to coordinate their own work and the work 
of others. 
 
Advanced Diploma 
The highest qualification offered by TAFEWA recognises the ability to apply fundamental 
principles and complex techniques in a wide range of contexts. 
 
Graduate Diploma and Graduate Certificate 
A small number of Graduate Diplomas and Graduate Certificates are offered by the TAFEWA 
sector for students who have completed a university degree or have the equivalent of a degree 
through experience and other qualifications. 
 
At this level the student is broadening the skills already gained in an undergraduate 
programme, or developing vocational knowledge and skills in a new professional area. 
 
Stepping Stone 

TAFEWA can be a stepping stone to further education.  For example, the student can 
commence studies at TAFEWA, get credit for the work completed and apply for university 
entrance. 
 
For 2008, entry to full-time award courses will be by application made the previous year. 
 
TAFEWA Entry 
 
The criteria used to determine entry to TAFEWA are essentially very different from those used 
for university entrance. 
 
This difference means that it is possible for a small number of students who miss out on 
university entrance, not to qualify for entrance into some of the more competitive courses in 

TAFEWA. Students who wish to enter competitive courses at TAFEWA need to examine the 
specific entrance criteria very carefully in order to optimise their entry chances. 
 
Each course has entrance requirements (without which a student will not be considered) and 
selection criteria.  Entry requirements are used to determine an eligibility for entry into a 
course.  Selection criteria are used to determine which eligible applicants will be offered a place 
in a course. 
 
A. Entry Requirements  
These are the basic skills/ competencies / background / knowledge that is deemed to be the 
minimum necessary to be able to undertake the specific qualification. Entry requirements may 
be expressed as: 
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 A prerequisite competency based qualification 
eg entry to Certificate IV in Disability Work on successful completion of Certificate III in 
Disabilities 

or 

 Generic competencies refer to minimal levels of communication and mathematics 
skills.These generic competencies have benchmarks which are expressed as: Basic Skills; 
Developed Skills; Well Developed Skills and Highly Developed Skills. Many courses 
will have no maths skills requirement. Refer to www.vetinfonet.det.ws.edu.au  to view 
more information about the Communication skills benchmarks and the Maths skills 
benchmark. 

 
Most students who have undertaken Year 11 or Year 12 studies would satisfy these entry 
requirements. 
 
B. Selection Criteria include previous academic achievements and other evidence of ability, 
such as work experience; industry involvement and employment status that are used to rank 
eligible applicants competing for entry into a course.   Selection criteria are normally applied if 
there are more applicants than places available in a course.  A summary of the model is 
illustrated in Figure 1. 
 
The selection criteria are based on three main categories which add to a total of 100 points: 
 
1. Qualification pathway – this represents a total of about 29 points. Points are awarded for 

complete or partially completed credentials. More points are allocated for completed 
qualifications than incomplete and more points are available for qualifications completed in 
the same area of study as that applied for at TAFEWA. 

 
2. Work experience/employment – this represents a total of about 29 points where points are 

allocated depending on the hours worked. Paid/unpaid work; full time/part time; work 
experience/Structured Workplace Learning; voluntary work; community service 
participation are all eligible to be included in this category. 

 
3. Secondary education/skill development – this represents a total of about 42 points and 

covers achievement in courses and subjects undertaken in Years 11 and 12. In some 
TAFEWA programs a portfolio demonstrating evidence of skill development may be 
required. Generally, the higher the level of achievement (as indicated by grades and/or 
course scores), the more points are allocated. 

 
Final point allocations for 2010 and 2011 entry could vary on those outlined above. 
 

Summary 
 

To maximise entry prospects to TAFEWA studies, 

particularly competitive courses and those at 
higher levels, students should: 
 

 Undertake VET studies at school, 
particularly those which lead to a 
completed credential. 

 Undertake workplace learning; keep 
records of any part time work undertaken. 

 Maximise grades in school studies. 

 

http://www.vetinfonet.det.ws.edu.au/


 48 

TAFEWA – Selection Criteria 
 

Maximum of 100 Points 
 

Qualification Pathway 
[29 points] 

+ 
Workplace Experience and Employment 

[29 points] 
+ 

Secondary Education/Skill Development 
[42 points] 

 
General academic achievement    Portfolio  

Best three subject/2 course   OR  Demonstrating evidence of 

Unit combination – one of      Skill development 
These subjects must be English. 
Figure 1. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
 TAFEWA selection is very different to that for university. 

 
 TAFEWA points can be maximised by selecting those subjects and courses which result in 

the highest grades.   
 
 TAFEWA also considers aspects of work experience and employment as well as any 

completed credentials. 
 
 A small proportion of TAFEWA courses are highly competitive. 

 
 It is becoming increasingly possible for TAFEWA students to transfer to university courses, 

with substantial credit. 
 
 Students will always maximise TAFEWA entry by enrolling in a Vocational Education and 

Training Program (VET) at school. 
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Other key contacts  
 
Curriculum Council of Western 

Australia 
27 Walters Drive, Osborne Park WA 
6017  
Phone: 9273 6300 
Website: www.curriculum.wa.edu.au 
 
Catholic Education Office of Western 
Australia 
50 Ruislip Street, Leederville WA 6007 
Phone:  6380 5313 
Contact: Senior Secondary Consultant 
Website: www.ceo.wa.edu.au 
 
Tertiary Institutions Service Centre 
100 Royal Street 
East Perth  6004 
Phone: 9318 8000 
Website: www.tisc.edu.au 
 
University of Notre Dame Australia 
19 Mouat Street, Fremantle WA 6160 
Phone: 9433 0555 
Contact: Liz Beal, Recruitment Officer 
Website: www.nd.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The University of Western Australia 
Admissions Centre, Stirling Highway 
Crawley WA 6907   
Phone: 9380 2477 
Website: www.acs.uwa.edu.au/pso/ 
 

Edith Cowan University 
Centre for Prospective Students 
Pearson Street, Churchlands WA 6018 
Phone: 9273 8665  
Website: www.ecu.edu.au 
 
Curtin University of Technology 
Bentley Campus, Kent St Bentley WA 
6102 
Phone: 9266 9266   
Website: www.curtin.edu.au 
 

Murdoch University 
South Street, Murdoch WA 6150 
Phone: 9360 6538 
Website:www.murdoch.edu.au 
 

TAFEWA Training Information Centre 
Albert Facey House, 469-489 Wellington Street, 
Perth 6000 
Phone: 9325 9322 
Country callers: 1800 999 167 
For individual TAFE Colleges see the 
TAFE Handbook 

 

Important documents 
 

Tertiary Institutions Service Centre -  
2010 TISC Guide 
Various Universities - 2010 Handbooks 
TAFE Handbook - Fulltime Studies 2010 
Curriculum Council - TEE Handbook  
(August 2009) 
Curriculum Council - Your Marks 
Mapping Your Future (June 2010) - Catholic Education Office of Western Australia 
Trinity College Career Handbook 

http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/
http://www.ceo.wa.edu.au/
http://www.tisc.edu.au/
http://www.nd.edu.au/
http://www.acs.uwa.edu.au/pso/
http://www.ecu.edu.au/
http://www.curtin.edu.au/
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/

