
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 

Year 12 Handbook 
 
The following handbook has been prepared to assist Year 11 students planning their courses for 
next year. 
 
Students are asked to consider carefully the various factors which will guide them in choosing 
the most suitable courses: 
 

 Current progress 

 Prerequisites for Year 12 courses 

 Competition for university places 

 Satisfying entrance criteria for TAFEWA 

 Obtaining secondary graduation – achievement of the Western Australian Certificate of 
Education (WACE) 

 
We hope that this booklet and the Year 11 Information Evening provide some of the answers to 
commonly asked questions. 
 
For 2010 students will select six courses including the Religion and Life course. This course 
is compulsory for senior students in Catholic Schools and will provide the opportunity for 
students to have their studies in Religious Education contribute to their completion of the 
Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) for 2010.  
  
We trust that you will find this booklet relevant and easy to use.  Any questions should be 
addressed to Mr Martin Tobin (Head of Senior School), Mr Andrew Osnain (Head of Year 
11), Mr Kevin Johns (Coordinator – Career Development), Mrs Malini De Silva (Counsellor), 
Mr Douglas Simpson (VET Coordinator) or Mr Peter Duckett (Senior Enterprise Programme 
Coordinator). 
 
 
With regards and best wishes. 

 
I BANKS 
Principal 
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Year 12 Handbook 2010 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Trinity College has its origins in Christian Brothers’ College, St George’s Terrace, Perth 
founded by Bishop Mathew Gibney and Brother Ambrose Treacy in 1894. In the beginning, 
both boarders and day students were enrolled, but as the business section of the city expanded 
the site became increasingly unsuitable for a boarding school. In 1938, the boarders were 
transferred to Mount Henry, Manning, to found Aquinas College. 
 
Christian Brothers’ College continued as a day school until 1961 when the buildings and land 
were purchased by the Perth City Council. The College was then transferred to its present 
location in 1962, and renamed Trinity College. 
 
In 1968 Trinity became a member of the Public Schools Association of Western Australia. 
 
Trinity College endeavours to provide a distinctly Catholic environment where students form a 
truly Christian character and where students, parents and teachers meet in an atmosphere of 
mutual concern and respect. 
 
The College aims at high standards of academic excellence. The curriculum gives attention to 
Religious Education, English, Languages and Communication, Mathematics, Science, 
Technology, Social Sciences, Visual Art, Music and Physical Education.  Students are 
challenged to work diligently, achieve to their potential and develop a sense of the intrinsic 
value of learning. 
 
 

2010: Your Future 
 
Based on the experience of recent years, approximately one quarter of the students who 
continue with their studies through to Year 12 will leave to seek employment or continue their 
studies at TAFEWA.  Approximately three quarters continue their studies at one of the 
universities. 
 
It is important for students to realize that the courses required in Year 12 to maximize entry to 
these three options vary.  
 
 They vary in content and skills. 
 They vary in level of complexity 
 The learning styles involved vary and may not suit some students. 

 
It is therefore important that students carefully consider their capacity to undertake studies, 
especially those more difficult courses like Physics, Chemistry and the higher level 
Mathematics. 

 
Furthermore, Year 12 is a highly competitive year with approximately 12,000 students aiming 
to receive a Tertiary Entrance Rank. Consequently, Year 11 students need to carefully evaluate 
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their performance during 2009 before selecting courses for Year 12 in 2010. When doing so they 
should consider either: 
 

 Maintaining their six preferred courses into Year 12; 

 Changing their study pathway, by switching to a pathway that provides more chance of 
success, typically for a TAFEWA destination or alternative entry university programs; or, 

 Modifying their study program by reducing the number of TER courses studied, or, 
changing to courses that increase the likelihood of their success. 

 

 Breadth of Study 
 
It is a requirement for secondary graduation (completion and achievement of the Western 
Australian Certificate of Education - WACE) that students must complete in their final year at 
least one course from each of list A (arts/languages/social science) and list B 
(mathematics/science/technology).The courses offered at Trinity College are as follows: 
 

List A 
Arts/Languages/Social Science 

List B 
Mathematics/Science/Technology 

CAE Career and Enterprise 
ECO Economics 
ENG English 
GEO Geography  
HIS History – Modern 
ITA Italian 
LIT Literature 
MPA Media Production and Analysis 
MUS Music 
PAL Politics and Law 
REL Religion and Life 
VAR Visual Art 
 

ACF Accounting and Finance 
AIT Applied Information Technology 
BIO Biological Sciences 
BME Business Management and Enterprise 
CHE Chemistry 
DES Design 
EST Engineering Studies 
HBS Human Biological Science 
MDT Materials Design and Technology 
MAT Mathematics 
MAS Mathematics Specialist 
PES Physical Education 
PHY Physics 

 
 
It is proposed that the courses listed in this handbook will be offered in 2010 if sufficient 

students enrol in each course. A student’s final choice may be restricted by: 
 
1. A lack of ability to cope with the proposed course,  
 
2. Unavoidable clashes in timetabling, or, 
 
3. Resource restrictions. 
 
 
To Parents 
 
Although this book has been primarily addressed to students, it has also been written for 
parents.  We hope that, you will go through the material together with your son(s) so that 
decisions are made as a family group. 
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COURSE PREREQUISITES 
Year 12 Courses which may be used to form the TER 

COURSE CODE PREREQUISITE 

Accounting and Finance 3AACF/BACF Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Accounting and Finance. In addition, a minimum of 
55% in Year 11 1C/1D English, or, ‘C’ in 2A/2B English, and,  55%+ in  Stage 2 
of the Year 11 Mathematics Course. NOTE: If you have not met the prerequisites or 
have not done the 2A/2B course and you would like to be considered for this course see 
Mr. Allanson. 

Applied Information Tech  3AAIT/3BAIT Minimum of ‘C’ in Year 11 2A/2B Applied Information Technology. 

Biology 3ABIO/3BBIO Minimum of a high ‘C’ (55% +) in Year 11 2A/2B Biology. 

Chemistry 3ACHE/3BCHE Minimum of a high ‘C’ (55% +) in Year 11 2A/2B Chemistry.. 

Design – Technical Graphics 2ADEST/2BDEST It is preferable that students have studied 1C/1D Design in Year 11, however, 
students who have ccompleted Year 10 Graphics will be eligible. A basic 

knowledge of Iron CAD is essential. 

Economics 3AECO/3BECO Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Economics. In addition, a minimum of  60% in Year 

11 1C/1D English, or, 55% in 2A/2B English. NOTE: If you have not met the 
prerequisites, or, have not done the 2A/2B course and you would like to be considered for 
this course see Mr. Allanson. 

Engineering Studies 
(Stage 3) 

3AEST/3BEST Consistent achievement at an ‘A’ or ‘B’ grade in Engineering Studies 2A/2B.  
Stage 3 Engineering Studies is for students who have advanced skills and 
understandings and are ready to work with content at a sophisticated level of 

complexity. 

English (Stage 1) 1CENG/1DENG No prerequisites required. 

English (Stage 2) 2CENG/2DENG Students who completed 1C/1D in Yr 11 should have obtained 56%+.  Students 
who completed 2A/2B in Yr 11 should have obtained at least a ‘C’ grade. 

English (Stage 3) 3AENG/3BENG Suggested entry level is for students who have undertaken 2A/2B English in 
Year 11 and have achieved 60% or better in 2A. 

Literature (Stage 3) 3ALIT/3BLIT Minimum of a high ‘C’ (56% +) in Year 11 2A/2B Literature. 

Geography 3AGEO/3BGEO Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Geography. In addition, a minimum of  60% in Year 

11 1C/1D English, or, 55% in 2A/2B English. NOTE: If you have not met the 
prerequisites, or, have not done the 2A/2B course and you would like to be considered for 
this course see Mr. Allanson. 

Human Biology 3AHBS/3BHBS Minimum of a high C (55% +) in Year 11 2A/2B Human Biology. 

Italian 3AITA/3BITA Minimum of a high C (55 %+) in Year 11 Italian. 

Materials - Wood 2AMDTW/2BMDT

W 

It is preferable that students have studied 1A/1B Materials in Year 11, however, 

students who have studied in a Year 10 related course such as Materials, 
Graphics Communication or Engineering Systems will be eligible. 

Mathematics (Stage 2)  2CMAT/2DMAT Minimum of 55% in 2AMAT/2BMAT or repeat 2CMAT/2DMAT 

Mathematics (Stage 3) 3AMAT/3BMAT Minimum of 55% in 2CMAT/2DMAT or repeat 3AMAT/3BMAT 

Mathematics (Stage 3) 3CMAT/3DMAT Minimum of 55% in 3AMAT/3BMAT 

Mathematics (Stage 3) 3AMAS/3BMAS Repeat 3AMAS/3BMAS or ‘B’ grade in 3AMAT/3BMAT 

Mathematics (Stage 3) 3CMAS/3BMAS Minimum of 55% in 3AMAS/3BMAS 

Modern History 3AHIM/3BHIM Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Modern History. In addition, a minimum of  60% in 

Year 11 1C/1D English, or, 55% in 2A/2B English. NOTE: If you have not met the 
prerequisites, or, have not done the 2A/2B course and you would like to be considered for 
this course see Mr. Allanson. 

Music - Contemporary 2AMUS/2BMUS Minimum of a ‘B’ grade Year 10 Music or Year 11 1A/1B Music and appropriate 

instrumental/composition ability.  For further information regarding Music please 

contact Dr Robert Braham, Director of Music. 

Music 3AMUS/3BMUS Minimum of ‘C’ in Stage 2 Music and appropriate instrumental/composition 

ability.  For further information regarding Music please contact Dr Robert Braham, 

Director of Music. 

Physical Education (Stage 2) 2APES/2BPES Minimum of 55% in Year 11 2A/2B Physical Education Studies.  
NOTE: Students with a strong science and sport performance background may 

also be eligible with the recommendation of the Head of Department. 

Physical Education Studies 

(Stage 3) 

3APES/3BPES ‘B’ in Year 11 2A/2B Physical Education Studies, or, a high ‘C’ with the 

recommendation of the Head of Department. 

Physics 3APHY/3BPHY Minimum of a high C (55% +) in Year 11 2A/2B Physics. 

Political and Legal Studies 3APAL/3BPAL Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Politics and Law. In addition, a minimum of  60% in 
Year 11 1C/1D English, or, 55% in 2A/2B English. NOTE: If you have not met the 
prerequisites, or, have not done the 2A/2B course and you would like to be considered for 
this course see Mr. Allanson. 

Religion & Life (Stage 2) 2AREL/2BREL Minimum of 55% in Year 11 2A/2B Religion & Life. In addition a minimum of 
55% in Year 11 1C/1D English, or, a  ‘C’ in Year 11 2A/2B English. 

Religion & Life (Stage 3) 3AREL/3BREL  ‘B’ in Year 11 2A/2B Religion & Life, or, a high ‘C’ with the recommendation of 
the Head of Department. In addition, a minimum of 60% in Year 11 1C/1D 

English, or, 55% in Year 11 2A/2B English. 

Visual Art  3AVAR/3BVAR Minimum of a high C (55%+) in Year 11 2A/2B Visual Art. 
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Year 12 Courses which are not used to form the TER 

COURSE CODE PREREQUISITE 

Business Management and 
Enterprise (Stage 1) 

1ABME/1BBME No prerequisites required. 

Careers & Enterprise 
(Stage 1) 

1ACAE/1BCAE No prerequisites required. 

Certificate I and II Business  Only those students who choose the Senior Enterprise Programme 
will be eligible to enrol in these certificates.   

Certificate II in Information 
Technology 
 

ICA 20105 No prerequisites required. 

Certificate III in 
Information Technology 

ICA 30105 ICA 20105 Certificate II in Information Technology (or by 
negotiation with the Director of ICT if the student has completed 
part of the Certificate II in Information Technology). 

Certificate I Engineering - 
Metals 

 No prerequisites required. 

Certificate II Outdoor 
Recreation 

 Completion of the Certificate I in Sport and Recreation 

Certificate I Sport & 
Recreation  

 No prerequisites required. 

Materials – Wood (Stage 1) 1CMDTW/1DMDTW It is preferable that students have studied 1A/1B Materials in Year 
11, however, students who have studied in a Year 10 related 
course such as Materials, Graphics Communication or 
Engineering Systems will be eligible. 

Mathematics (Stage 1) 1DMAT/1EMAT No prerequisites required. 

Media Production and 
Analysis (Stage 1) 

1CMPA/1DMPA No prerequisites required. 

Music (Stage 1)  1CMUS/1DMUS Appropriate instrumental ability. Students who have not 
completed Year 11 1A/1B Music or 2A/2B Music will be eligible if 
they have an appropriate instrumental background. For further 
information regarding music please contact Dr Robert Braham, Director 
of Music. 

Religion & Life (Stage 1) 1CREL/1DREL Completion of 1A/1B Year 11 Religion & Life. 

Visual Art (Stage 1) 1CVAR/1DVAR No prerequisite required. Completion of Art or Design and 
Technology courses is desirable. 
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 RELIGION AND LIFE 
 
For students entering Year 12 in 2010, Religious Education will continue to be delivered 
through the teaching of specific units of the Religion and Life course. Students will study two 
modules of Catholic content (one per semester) during the year.  

 
University-bound students may study Religion & Life at either stage two or stage three. 
Students who may be headed to TAFEWA and further education and training or the 
workforce should study this course at stage one. 
 
As with all new courses, students who complete a pair of stage two or stage three units in Year 
12 are required to sit the WACE examination for Religion and Life.  
 
Religion and Life provides students with opportunities to learn about religion and the interplay 
that occurs between religion, societies and people.  Students develop an informed and critical 
understanding of this interplay by drawing from a detailed knowledge of one or more 
religions. 

 
In Religion and Life, students explore particular religious worldviews and investigate 
characteristics of religions, their origins, foundations cultural influences and development over 
time.  They analyse the role religion has played in human affairs and understand the challenges 
and opportunities religions face in the future. 
 
Through Religion and Life, students learn why and how religions respond to human 
experiences such as injustice and suffering.  
 
Students, using a range of primary and secondary sources, employ a variety of methods to 
investigate information.  These methods include research, observation, analysis, discussion and 
involve personal interaction and reflection.  
 

Religion and Life (Stage 1) – 1CREL/1DREL 

Minimum prerequisites: Completion of 1A/1B Year 11 Religion & Life. 
 
1C Religion and lifestyles: A Religious Life 

The focus for this unit is religion and lifestyles. Students explore the choices people make to 
live different lifestyles and how religion influences these choices. They examine the lives of 
people who have made life choices based on religious ideals and investigate the different ways 
people choose to live their lives and other key influences on lifestyle choices in a society such as 
Australia.  
 
The unit explores the Catholic understanding of work, vocation and relationships. It does so 
through looking at scripture, Church teachings, the history of the church and the way 
Christians live and celebrate together. 
 

 
1D Religion and decision-making: Free and Responsible 

The focus for this unit is religion and decision-making. The unit investigates responsible 
decision-making from a religious perspective. Students identify how religion influences moral 
decision-making and what is offered by religion to assist people make decisions that are in the 
best interests of the whole of society. The unit explores the sorts of decisions needed to make a 
just society.  
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For Christians there are many issues that present complex and difficult choices. In what the 
Catholic Church teaches and practices, guidance and support is offered to people as they 
journey through life and endeavour to make good choices.  
 
This unit explores contemporary issues and presents a Catholic understanding of how a free 
and responsible person can respond. 
 

 
Religion and Life (Stage 2) – 2AREL/2BREL 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in Year 11 2A/2B Religion & Life. In addition a minimum of 
55% in Year 11 1C/1D English, or, a  ‘C’ in Year 11 2A/2B English. 
 
Unit 2AREL The Place of Religion in Society: Australian Religious Life 

The focus for this unit is the place of religion in society. In this unit students study the place of 
religion in society, particularly Australian society, both in the past and present. They examine 
how people understand the response of religion to their concerns, needs and questions, and 
how communities uphold their religious values and celebrate their religious identity.  
 
People find in religion a sense of purpose that influences the way they live, relate and work. 
The unit explores the Catholic understanding of work, vocation and relationships. From this 
understanding Christian vocation is then explored with a focus on the sacraments of service.  
 

Unit 2BREL Religious Identity and Purpose: Called to be Free 
The focus for this unit is religious identity and purpose. This unit looks in more detail at the 
influence of religion on the search for personal identity and purpose in life. It investigates the 
structures and traditions of religion in order to understand how religious identity is shaped. 
The unit also develops understandings of how the religious identity of a group interacts with 
society.  
 
For Christians there are many contemporary issues that present complex and difficult choices. 
This unit explores some of these issues and presents a Catholic understanding of how a free 
and responsible person can live and act in the world. 
 

 
Religion and Life (Stage 3) – 3AREL/3BREL 

Minimum prerequisites: ‘B’ in Year 11 2A/2B Religion & Life, or, a high ‘C’ with the recommendation of 
the Head of Department. In addition, a minimum of 60% in Year 11 1C/1D English, or, 55% in Year 11 
2A/2B English. 
 
Unit 3AREL Connection and Challenge: Engaging in the World 
The focus for this unit is connection and challenge in religion. This unit examines the historical 
context of religion over time and explores opportunities and challenges that exist in the future 
for religion. The purpose of this unit is to make connections between past, present and future 
experiences of religion and understandings of the interplay between religion and life. 
 
Religion impacts upon the way people live, relate and work. Understanding the reasons why 
this occurs and the impact religion has upon individuals is the focus of this unit. The unit 
explores the Catholic understanding of work, vocation and relationships in terms of 
contemporary issues and experiences. It does so through looking at scripture, Church 
teachings, the history of the church and the way Christians live and celebrate together. 
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Unit 3BREL Freedom and Religion: Freedom to Be 
The focus for this unit is freedom and religion. This unit explores the human desire to become 
responsible and free. Students analyse society in order to assess the development and 
consequences of social trends and values. They also examine religious responses to issues and 
events in the past and present, and how such responses impact on people and their experience 
of freedom. 
 
In being a follower of Jesus Christ, the Christian person is presented with many contemporary 
issues that present complex and difficult choices. This unit explores some of these issues and 
presents a Catholic understanding of what genuine freedom means for the Christian person. 
 



 9 

ENGLISH COURSES 
 
As was the case in 2009 students studying English will be asked to select a set of paired units 
for study in 2010. 
 
 

English (Stage 1) – 1CENG/ 1DENG 

Minimum prerequisites: No prerequisites required. 
 
The recommended focus for 1CENG is language and self. 
Typically this unit is suitable for students whose achievement of English outcomes has been 
satisfactory and have previously completed English 1A/1B. 
 
The recommended focus for 1DENG is language and society. 
The unit is typically for students who have completed 1C English and now have basic 
knowledge and skills that will be consolidated. 
 
Note: 1CENG English and 1DENG English cannot be used to form a Tertiary Entrance Rank. 
 

OR 
 

English (Stage 2) – 2CENG/2DENG 

Minimum prerequisites:  Students who completed 1C/1D in Year 11 should have obtained 56%+.  
Students who completed 2A/2B in Year 11 should have obtained at least a ‘C’ grade. 
 
Unit 2CENG Language and Communities. 
Students develop an understanding of the way language operates in a community to transmit 
understandings, create identities, establish power and operate effectively. 
 
Unit 2DENG Language as Representation. 
Students develop an understanding of the way language is used to offer particular 
representation of topics, events, places or people.  They will consider how these responses are 
mediated by cultural/social structures. 
 
Students are reminded that those who undertake Stage 2 English at Year 12 level must sit the 
Stage 2 English WACE examination. 
 

OR 
 

English (Stage 3) – 3AENG/3BENG 

Minimum prerequisites: Suggested entry level is for students who have undertaken 2A/2B English in 
Year 11 and have achieved 60% or better in 2A. 

 
The recommended focus for 3AENG is language and identity. This unit is designed typically 
for students who have advanced skills and understanding and show a sophisticated knowledge 
of complex content as well as the development of a personal style.  
 
The recommended focus for 3BENG is language and knowledge. The unit is designed for 
students who have advanced skills and understanding and can appreciate texts of sophisticated 
complexity. 
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Literature (Stage 3) – 3ALIT/3BLIT 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a high ‘C’ (56% +) in Year 11 2A/2BLiterature. 

 
In Stage Three Literature students explore the different ways in which literary texts relate to the 
historical conditions, value systems and cultural life of particular societies. 
They explore the various contexts of particular texts and consider how literary texts sometimes 
challenge and at other times naturalise the ideas of the society in which they are produced, as 
well as influencing the judgements we make about these ideas. They consider the ways that a 
nation or culture comes to recognise itself through the literary texts that it produces. Teachers 
will choose texts that they think are most appropriate to their students. 
 
Students consider how literary texts might challenge the ideology of some groups within 
society while supporting the views of others. They consider how literary texts might conform to 
or challenge generic expectations. 
 
Students continue to explore how language works in more complex literary texts and how 
readers are positioned. This involves a closer study of the relationship between language and 
meaning which includes the relationship of language with point of view, tone, diction, imagery 
and figurative language. 
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MATHEMATICS COURSES 
 
Mathematics courses for the final years of secondary school must fulfil a variety of needs.  They 
should be both a satisfying culmination of the work of earlier years, and an adequate 
preparation for further study/work/life skills. 
 
The topics have the potential for useful application.  Careful selection commensurate with 
capabilities and backgrounds will enhance success. 
 
The following courses are offered at Trinity College for Year 12, 2010: 
 
Mathematics 1DMAT/1EMAT 
Mathematics 2CMAT/2DMAT 
Mathematics 3AMAT/3BMAT 
Mathematics 3CMAT/3DMAT 
Mathematics Specialist 3AMAS/3BMAS 
Mathematics Specialist 3CMAS/3DMAS 
 
The courses seek to present Mathematics as an organised body of language that will provide 
students with a sound basis for later work with Mathematics and other courses. 
 
 

Mathematics (Stage 1) – 1DMAT/1EMAT 
Minimum prerequisites: No prerequisites required. 
 
Units 1DMAT and 1EMAT provide students with relevant preparation for post-school 
situations in which Mathematics is needed.  The course has been specifically designed for 
students who require preparation for a wide range of occupations within the community, or 
tertiary-bound students who do not require mathematics for their intended area of study. 
In these units students will cover work in Number and Algebra, Space and Measurement and 
Chance and Data.  Students will be taught decimals, fractions, percentages, ratios, personal 
budgeting and banking and financial matters in the workplace.  They will learn about 
perimeter, area and volume and gain knowledge in simple probabilities and collecting and 
interpreting univariate and bivariate data.  They analyse networks and interpret detailed maps.  
Students describe the effects of reflecting, rotating and translating in design, and enlarge, 
reduce and distort figures.   They use mental and written methods and technologies where 
appropriate. 
 
 

Mathematics (Stage 2) - 2CMAT/2DMAT 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in 2AMAT/2BDMAT or repeat 2CMAT/2DMAT 
 
Units 2CMAT and 2DMAT aim to equip students with some useful mathematical tools to apply 
in practical situations as well as provide them with minimal preparation if they wish to study 
Mathematics at tertiary level.  Students will cover work in Number and Algebra, Space and 
Measurement and Chance and Data.  In these units students will calculate interest and 
repayments which will enable them to make decisions about savings and loans as well as 
interpret financial statements.  They will study quadratic functions and explore patterns.  
Students will work with networks and use trigonometry to solve both right and non right 
triangles.  In Chance and Data they will use trend lines to make predictions and calculate 
probabilities that occur in two and three stages.  They use mental and written methods and 
technologies where appropriate. 
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Mathematics (Stage 3) - 3AMAT/3BMAT 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in 2CMAT/2DMAT or repeat 3AMAT/3BMAT. 
 
Units 3AMAT and 3BMAT provides a stimulating and interesting introduction to the use of 
calculus as a powerful mathematical tool.  Units 3AMAT and 3BMAT will be of great value to 
students proceeding to tertiary studies in courses which make some use of Calculus, even if 
those students do not take Units 3CMAT and 3DMAT in Year 12.  In these units students will 
cover work in Number and Algebra, Space and Measurement and Chance and Data.  Students 
will explore and analyse properties of functions and apply their knowledge of recursion to 
practical situations.  They will study differential and integral calculus of polynomial functions.  
In Chance and Data students will use counting techniques in probability and analyse bivariate 
data.  They use mental and written methods and technologies where appropriate. 
 
 

Mathematics (Stage 3) – 3CMAT/3DMAT 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in 3AMAT/3BMAT. 
 
Units 3CMAT and 3DMAT will extend and apply the students’ understanding of differential 
and integral calculus.  They solve systems of equations in three variables and linear 
programming problems. Students will verify and develop deductive proofs in algebra and 
geometry.  They use counting techniques and probability laws, and calculate and interpret 
probabilities for the binomial, uniform and normal random variables.  Students model data 
with probability functions and analyse data from samples.  They justify decisions and critically 
assess claims about data.  They use mental and written methods and technologies where 
appropriate. 
 
 

Mathematics (Stage 3) - 3AMAS/3BMAS 
Minimum prerequisites: Repeat 3AMAS/3BMAS or ‘B’ grade in 3AMAT/3BMAT 
 
Units 3AMAS and 3BMAS are designed for students who are mathematically very able and 
who require a strong mathematical preparation for tertiary studies.  In these units students will 
cover work in vectors, trigonometry, exponentials and logarithms, mathematical reasoning, 
complex numbers and polar coordinates. 
 
 

Mathematics (Stage 3) – 3CMAS/3DMAS 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in 3AMAS/3BMAS. 
 
The focus for these units is the abstract development of a range of sophisticated relationships 
and also on the use of differential and integral calculus to understand a range of phenomena. 
Spatial concepts are extended from two dimensions to three dimensions.  Students develop 
abstraction as an increasingly powerful way of expressing and analysing change and are 
introduced to exhaustion and contradiction as methods of proof to be explored.  By increasing 
familiarity with transformation and the use of matrices, students can extend their theoretical 
understanding of growth and decay models.  Students are introduced to mathematical 
induction to compete the suite of proof processes developed in mathematical reasoning to a 
satisfactory pre-tertiary level. 
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OTHER COURSES WHICH MAY BE USED TO FORM THE 
TER 
 
 

Accounting and Finance (Stage 3) - 3AACF/3BACF  

Minimum Prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Accounting and Finance. In addition, a minimum 
of 55% in Year 11 1C/1D English, or, ‘C’ in 2A/2B English, and,  55%+ in Stage 2 of the Year 11 
Mathematics Course. NOTE: If you have not met the prerequisites or have not done the 2A/2B course 
and you would like to be considered for this course see Mr. Allanson. 
 

Unit 3AACF 

The focus for this unit is internal management for business. Students prepare and interpret 
budgets and performance reports in relation to forecasting a business’s future. Students will be 
able to distinguish between internal and external reporting requirements. Decision-making 
processes using cost accounting techniques are a feature of the unit. Students critically analyse 
financial information and explore the importance of short and long-term planning for business. 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

 distinguish between management accounting and financial accounting  

 the role of management accounting for decision making purposes 

 identify the benefits and components of a budget and prepare financial budgets and 
performance reports 

 identify and select the relevant information to make long-term investment decisions 

 evaluate a business’s performance and formulate strategies that will improve the 
performance and stability of the business 

 identify the ethical issues related to being an owner or manager of a business. 
 

Unit 3BACF 
The focus for this unit is Australian reporting entities and how they are regulated by the 
Corporations Act. Students use the Framework for the Preparation and Presentation of General 
Purpose Financial Reports (hereafter referred to as the Framework) and the accounting 
standards in their preparation of the financial statements for a reporting entity. The financing 
options of larger entities are identified and evaluated, particularly in relation to conformity 
with basic principles, such as profitability and stability. Students develop an awareness of 
corporate social disclosure issues and the ethical behaviour within corporations.  
 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

 construct reports and related notes (using double entry accrual accounting) for a reporting 
entity 

 use accounting conventions, standards and principles to prepare and analyse company 
reports 

 select, analyse and apply accounting concepts and principles  

 evaluate a reporting entities’ performance and formulate strategies that will maximise 
performance 

 examine the nature of corporate social disclosure in relation to the regulatory bodies in 
Australia and to Australian reporting entities. 
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Applied Information Technology (Stage 3) – 3AAIT/3BAIT 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a ‘C’ in Applied Information Technology 2AAIT/2BAIT. 
 
Unit 3AAIT 
The focus of 3AAIT is evolving information and communication technologies.  The course 
explores the use of applications to create, modify, manipulate, use and/or manage ICT, 
particularly for business, training, education, infotainment and edutainment purposes.  
Students consider the nature and impact of technology change when creating ICT products for 
a particular purpose and audience.  Students develop an understanding of the nature of 
computer systems and the use of these technologies in society. 
 

Unit 3BAIT 
The focus of 3BAIT is information and communication technologies in industry.  Students focus 
on the production of an ICT product for a particular industry or business of interest.  The 
output produced may be informational, instructional, promotional or for entertainment, with 
materials that focus on interactivity and may include video and animation elements. Students 
justify the computer systems selected for their product and understand the social and legal 
implications and the impact of its use in industry. 
 

 

Biological Sciences (Stage 3) – 3ABIO/3BBIO 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a high ‘C’ (55% +) in Year 11 2ABIO/2BBIO. 
 
Biological Sciences gives students a unique appreciation of life and a better understanding of 
the living world around them. It encourages them to be analytical, to participate in problem 
solving and to systematically explore fascinating and intriguing aspects of living systems. This 
course highlights the complexity and changing nature of the living world, and focuses on 
contexts that are relevant, significant and valued to students such as: marine reefs, desert 
scrublands, urban ecology, aquaria and terraria, zoos, botanic gardens and diseases. 
 
Unit 3ABIO 

The focus for this unit is maintaining balance. Students understand how survival depends 
upon an organism’s ability to respond to changes in external and internal environments. In 
studying this unit students develop an understanding of the principles and mechanisms of 
homeostasis that operate in response to environmental change. They understand that 
ecosystems change over time. Students explore the causes and consequences behind a range of 
environmental issues. Students develop their understanding of cellular processes and organelle 
functions that contribute to the survival of the organism. They critically analyse data and make 
judgements based on scientific evidence and biological knowledge. 
 

Unit 3BBIO 
The focus for this unit is evolution. Evolution is the single most unifying idea in biology. 
Natural selection and the processes leading to variation and speciation are considered as the 
main mechanisms of evolution. Students relate the development of evolutionary theory to 
evidence of evolution from palaeontology (fossil record), geological time, radioactive dating 
and biology. The biodiversity that currently exists on the earth is a result of evolutionary 
processes over time. Students explore the challenge of maintaining biodiversity through a 
range of conservation strategies, including modern biotechnological practices. Students 
understand that human survival and quality of life depend on the effective conservation of 
biodiversity to maintain ecosystem stability, supply food and recycle resources as well as 
preserve the aesthetic value of the natural environment. Students recognise and analyse ethical 
issues related to working as a biologist and how context has influenced biological research 
throughout history. 
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Chemistry (Stage 3) – 3ACHE/3BCHE 

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a high ‘C’ (55% +) in Chemistry 2ACHE/2BCHE. 
 
This course is intended to provide students with a balanced perspective of chemical science to 
enable them to understand and interpret the chemistry of their surroundings. Chemistry is an 
experimental science and laboratory work is an essential part of the syllabus. Students 
investigate the properties and reactions of substances. They have the opportunity to learn and 
test chemical concepts and principles. This course contains material which forms a basis for 
students who intend studying science based courses at tertiary level. 
 
Unit 3ACHE 
The focus for this unit is chemical processes. Students examine relationships between concepts, 
models and principles, and sustainable chemical practices where industry endeavours to 
achieve a maximum yield at the lowest possible cost.  
 
Unit 3BCHE 
The focus for this unit is chemistry and modern lifestyles. In this unit students develop 
understandings of complex models that underlie the study of medicines, biochemistry, fuel 
cells and plastics through further study of equilibrium, oxidation and reduction, and organic 
chemistry. 
 
 

Design -Technical Graphics (Stage 2) – 2ADEST/ 2BDEST 

Minimum prerequisites: It is preferable that students have studied 1C/1D Design in Year 11, however, 
students who have ccompleted Year 10 Graphics will be eligible. A basic knowledge of Iron CAD is 
essential. 
 
This course follows on from the 1C/1D Design course in Year 11. 
 
Design 2ADEST/2BDEST is the next installment in an exciting new course that replaces 
Technical Graphics. This course allows a student’s creativity to develop within a Technical 
Graphics context. The focus for these units will be on cultural and economic design, allowing 
student’s ideas and concepts to be explored in depth. Students are introduced to ethical and 
legal issues concerning representation and advocacy. Students develop a visual development 
process with an understanding of codes and conventions. Students will also further develop 
their understanding of communication principles, design elements and principles, design 
processes, problem-solving strategies; concept development and practice and drawing skills 
and techniques.  
  
Student Assignments will be based on community and commercial projects such as cultural 
group projects, architecture for industry and commerce, product designs constrained by 
budget, designing with materials appropriate to place, cost or commercial constraints. Students 
will use a range of computer programs; whilst also being involved in some hands on activities, 
such as model making. The course provides challenging tasks that will stimulate students to be 
highly creative and may challenge their personal beliefs on the way objects; architecture and 
print media should appear and operate. Achievement is determined through assessment of 
course work, through a personal portfolio and Examination. 
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Economics (Stage 3) - 3AECO/3BECO 
Minimum Prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Economics. In addition, a minimum of 60% in 
Year 11 1C/1D English, or, 55% in 2A/2B English. NOTE: If you have not met the prerequisites, or, 
have not done the 2A/2B course and you would like to be considered for this course see Mr. Allanson. 

 
Unit 3AECO 

The focus for this unit is Australia and the global economy. It explores Australia’s economic 
relationships with other economies and contemporary global economic events and issues of 
significance to Australia. Australia is a relatively open economy and, as such, is influenced by 
changes in the world economy. Globalisation has become an important force in world 
economics and students have the opportunity to examine its causes and effects.   
This unit will focus on the importance of foreign trade and foreign investment to the Australian 
economy. Topics such as the balance of payments, exchange rates and the terms of trade are 
examined as well as issues such as trade liberalisation and protection. This unit allows students 
to explore the facts, values and opinions that surround some of the complex international 
economic events and issues as well as policymaking options that face our society.  
 
Unit 3BECO 
The focus for this unit is economic policies and management. It explores how economic 
policies and actions of the government and other authorities, such as fiscal policy, monetary 
policy and microeconomic reform operate in the pursuit of the economic objectives of the 
government. The changes that have taken place in the operation of these policies in recent times 
are also examined. Students learn to make informed predictions about the operation of these 
policies using economic models and past and current key economic data. Students apply the 
language, theories and tools of economics to develop a critical perspective on the role of these 
policies in the current government policy mix. 
 
Note: There may be an opportunity for some boys to repeat the 2A/B Economics course if it 
will be in their best interests in terms of maximizing their TER. Timetable and staffing 
constraints may also impinge on whether this is possible. Any student intending on repeating a 
course is advised to meet with the Head of Learning Area and Head of Senior School. 
 
 

Engineering Studies (Stage 3) – 3AEST/3BEST 

Minimum prerequisites: Consistent achievement at an ‘A’ or ‘B’ grade in Engineering Studies 2A/2B. 
Stage 3 Engineering Studies is for students who have advanced skills and understandings and are ready 
to work with content at a sophisticated level of complexity. 
 
Engineering Studies 3A/3B aims to prepare students for a future in the technological and 
global world by providing the foundation for life-long learning about engineering. 
  
This course provides a focus on design through exciting creative, practical and relevant 
opportunities for students to investigate, research and present information, design and make 
products and undertake project development.  These activities provide students with 
opportunities to apply engineering processes, understand underpinning scientific and 
mathematical principles, develop engineering technology skills and to understand the 
interrelationships between engineering projects and society.  Achievement is determined 
through assessment of course work and examinations of related theory content. 
 
Students who choose this course can achieve post-school destinations in a range of disciplines 
including engineering, science, aviation, mechanical, fabrication and electrical trades, drafting, 
architecture, urban planning, business, commerce, management and other technical and 
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technology related work and professions in engineering.  The course content is sufficiently 
diverse to provide students with the necessary foundation to meet employment needs in a 
range of occupations not limited to the engineering industry. 
 
 

Geography (Stage 3) - 3AGEO/3BGEO 

Minimum Prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Geography. In addition, a minimum of 60% in 
Year 11 1C/1D English, or, 55% in 2A/2B English. NOTE: If you have not met the prerequisites, or, 
have not done the 2A/2B course and you would like to be considered for this course see Mr. Allanson.  
 
Unit 3AGEO 
The focus of this unit is the geography of planning cities. Challenges exist in designing cities to 
be more productive, vibrant and sustainable. Urban planning involves a range of stakeholders 
that contribute to decision-making and the planning process. The present and future needs of 
society are addressed by the allocation and reallocation of land uses, improving infrastructure 
and transport systems and enhancing amenities to meet the different perspectives of 
stakeholders. Students will examine concepts, processes and roles of planning by comparing 
Perth with a selected megacity. 
 
Unit 3BGEO 
The focus of this unit is the geography of climate change over geological time. This global 
phenomenon possesses the capacity to affect significant areas of the planet. Climate change, 
including the greenhouse effect, is created by both natural and human processes that have local 
and global consequences. The human response to climate change is affected by social, economic 
and political considerations, and resource access and distribution. Students will investigate 
policies and strategies designed to guide future action used to address the effects of the climate 
change.  
Note: There may be an opportunity for some boys to repeat the 2A/B Geography course if it 
will be in their best interests in terms of maximizing their TER. Timetable and staffing 
constraints may also impinge on whether this is possible. Any student intending on repeating a 
course is advised to meet with the Head of Learning Area and Head of Senior School. 
 
 

Human Biological Science (Stage 3) – 3AHBS/3BHBS 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a high ‘C’ (55% +) in Year 11 2ABIO/2BBIO 
 

Human Biological Science covers a wide range of ideas relating to the functioning human. 
Students learn about themselves, relating structure to function and how integrated regulation 
allows individuals to survive in a changing environment. They research new discoveries that 
are increasing our understanding of the causes of dysfunction, which can lead to new 
treatments and preventative measures. Reproduction, growth and development are studied to 
understand the sources of variation that make each of us unique and to appreciate our future as 
ageing individuals. Through a combination of classical genetics, and advances in molecular 
genetics, dynamic new biotechnological processes have resulted. Population genetics is studied 
to highlight the longer-term changes leading to natural selection and evolution of our species. 
 
Unit 3AHBS 
The focus for this unit is human regulation. The body works to maintain a constant internal 
environment despite changes in the external environment.  Normal body activities require 
constant feedback of blood sugar, temperature, gas and body fluid concentrations.  Both the 
endocrine and nervous systems are involved in this maintenance. Malfunctions can be caused 
by genetics, behaviour or disease, and some can be controlled by medical intervention.   Genes 
can be affected by the environment and/or chance events. The range of variation seen in 



 18 

humans today is not always the result of simple genetics and may involve more complicated 
models of inheritance. The environment can determine what lives or dies.  This is a struggle for 
survival that has been recorded over millions of years in fossils. Natural selection leading to 
evolution is supported by evidence from comparative anatomy and biochemical studies. 
Throughout a human’s lifetime there are medical treatments and procedures that can influence 
the quality of life.  
 
Unit 3BHBS 
The focus for this unit is the future of humans. Movement of the body requires complex 
processes of coordination. Bones, muscles and nerves must work together in a perfectly 
coordinated effort regardless of whether it is pulling a hand away from a hot object, playing 
sport or maintaining an upright stance. The malfunction of these systems can occur through 
trauma, disease and/or ageing.  The role of DNA is vitally important and recent advances in 
knowledge and bio-techniques have led to new ways of diagnosing and treating disease. If the 
body becomes damaged or infected, modern medical technology can be used to enhance 
trauma recovery, to deal with specific pathogens or alleviate the impact of ageing.   Humans 
can trace their origins back for millions of years to the first primates. Throughout history there 
are a number of trends that can be followed through primates and hominids to the features of 
modern humans.  
 
 

Italian (Stage 3) – 3AITA/3BITA  

Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a high ‘C’ (55%+) in Year 11 Italian. 
 
This course aims to further promote students' communicative skills in both spoken and written 
Italian. It also aims to extend their understanding of the culture and way of life of the people in 
Italy, as well as in those communities within Australia where Italian is used. In this course 
students typically engage in a range of activities and are exposed to a variety of authentic 
models of spoken and written Italian in order to develop greater confidence and fluency in 
using the language in different contexts. 
 
Unit 3AITA 
The focus for this unit is made in Italy.  It is primarily aimed at students who have well-
developed skills and understanding and are ready to work with challenging content.  Students 
explore more complex texts, such as magazines, advertising; genres, such as comedy texts, 
historical texts; or topics, such as music, finding work, or teenage trends.  They develop a 
further insight into Italian cultures by analysing the place of texts in everyday life, such as how 
one’s identity is influenced by the role models, portrayed in advertising and the media in 
general. 
 
Students explore the trends in Italy and the importance of these in the establishment of identity.  
They evaluate the place of things Italian in their day to day life, such as food, fashion, film, cars, 
art, and music.  Students reach an understanding of the impact of Italy, Italians and Italian-
speaking communities in the world. 
 
Unit 3BITA 
The focus for this unit is ...e poi? (what next?).  It is aimed at students who have well-developed 
skills and understanding, and show a sound knowledge of content as well as the development 
of a personal style.  It allows them skills to reflect on, critically evaluate and respond personally 
to more complex issues using advanced language and a wide range of text types. 
Students reflect on their lives, their experiences and what the future has in store.  They examine 
future study, employment, travel and relationships.  Students focus on issues pertinent to 
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Italian-speaking communities, and to the students themselves or to their community eg 
personal, social, environmental issues. 
 
 

Materials (Wood) (Stage 2) – 2AMDTW/2BMDTW 

Minimum prerequisites: It is preferable that students have studied 1A/1B Materials in Year 11, however, 
students who have studied in a Year 10 related course such as Materials, Graphics Communication or 
Engineering Systems will be eligible. 
 
This course follows on from the 1A/1B Materials course in Year 11. This is a practical course 
using a wood context for the design and manufacture of products as the major focus for the 
course. 
 
Students experience a broad range of processes involved in the design and manufacture of 
products and from that learn about the variety of materials, designs and technologies related to 
industries.  Students learn to apply an understanding of the elements of design and consider 
the human factors in their projects. They learn about the structure and properties of a variety of 
appropriate materials and analyse issues related to the sustainability and recycling of materials. 
Students learn about manufacturing, production skills and techniques.  They learn about 
industrial risks and managing the processes within the design project. 
They will develop skills in designing and manufacturing that achieve the high standard of 
quality which is expected in industry. 
Students extend their understanding of safe working practices and develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills required to manage the process of designing and making to a high 
standard. 
 
A record of ideas, concepts, research and production will be kept in a design folio. This folio 
will be used as a part of the external assessment together with the examination. Through the 
nature of this creative and skills based course, there is opportunity for links with a wide range 
of employment possibilities, training and post-secondary studies. 
 
 

History - Modern 3A/B 
Minimum Prerequisite: Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Modern History. In addition, a minimum of 60% in 
Year 11 1C/1D English, or, 55% in 2A/2B English. NOTE: If you have not met the prerequisites, or, 
have not done the 2A/2B course and you would like to be considered for this course see Mr. Allanson. 
 
Unit 3AHIM 

The focus for this unit is cohesion and division. Students learn that there are internal and 
external forces that result in cohesion and/or division within societies and these have 
consequences for continuity and change. They assess how the structures of power and 
authority were used, how different groups and individuals responded and whether there was 
potential for greater cohesion or division. 
Within the broad focus of cohesion and division, students the following time period in the 
Australian History context: 

 1950s–1990s. 
 

Then study the impact of the following forces on cohesion and division in Australia: 
 economic 
 political  
 conflict/foreign relations  
 social/cultural  
 identity 
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Unit 3BHIM 

The focus for this unit is ideas that shaped history. The object of this unit is to explore the 
power of ideas and ideologies as forces for change and/or their use to reinforce dominant 
elements in society. Knowledge about the evolution and spread of significant ideas assists 
students in understanding the beliefs and values of a society and to what extent these ideas 
have been cohesive or divisive. They are also able to determine which ideas were dominant at a 
given time and how and why this dominance may have changed. The context in which this will 
be studied is the Russian Revolution—Autocracy, Marxism, Leninism and Stalinism (1900s–
1940s). 
 
 

Music – Contemporary (Stage 2) – 2AMUSC/2BMUSC 
Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a ‘B’ grade in Year 10 or Year 11 1A/1B Music and appropriate 
instrumental/composition ability.  For further information regarding Music please contact Dr Robert 
Braham, Director of Music. 
 
The context of this course is Contemporary Music.  For those in Year 11, it may lead to 3A/3B 
in Year 12. 
 
This is an excellent course where students can specialise in two areas of study, e.g. pop, rock, 
African-American.   
 
The course consists of the following components: Performance, Aural, Theory, Analysis, 
Composition/Arranging, Cultural and Historical Perspectives.  All students will study each of 
the listed course components and will also choose a performance, composition or research 
elective.  Students who are strong in more than one component may choose two half electives, 
e.g. performance/composition, research/composition or research/performance.  
 
 

ELECTIVES – PART A (40%) 

Part A is independent of context.  For example, students who play the jazz saxophone, the cello 
or the didgeridoo may also use these instruments for their performance assessment.   
Performance Elective : A study of a particular instrument/voice or instruments as a solo 
performer and/or in ensemble. It is strongly recommended that students wishing to enroll in 
Music 3A/3B have a minimum instrumental/vocal standard equivalent to fifth grade AMEB. 
Composition Elective: Submission of a portfolio of compositions.  
Research Elective: Submission of a research project based on an area of musical interest. 
 
 

COMPULSORY CONTENT – PART B (60%) 

Part B must be context specific, i.e. in the context of Western Art Music. 
Aural:  Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to aural activities, 
including aural identification of the elements of music. This can be perception activities such as 
dictations and intervals, chord progressions, instrument identification and practical voice skills. 
Analysis: Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to the analysis of 
musical works through research linked to western art music. This may include written 
assignments and oral presentations. 
Performance: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to instrumental 
and/or vocal work. Performance assessment can be demonstrated as a soloist and/or as part of 
an ensemble. 
Composition: Tasks requiring application of theoretical knowledge and skills related to 
creating/arranging music. This may include melody writing, SATB setting, orchestrations and 
arrangements, harmonisation, accompaniment writing. 
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Investigation: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to research. This 
may include comparative studies and/or research into the styles, conventions, influences and 
contextual knowledge of the area/s of study chosen. 
 
 

Music (Stage 3) – 3AMUSW/3BMUSW 
Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a ‘C’ grade in Stage 2 Music and appropriate 
instrumental/composition ability.  For further information regarding Music please contact Dr Robert 
Braham, Director of Music. 
 
The context of this course is Western Art Music.  This is an excellent course where students can 
specialise in their area of strength. The course consists of the following components: 
Performance, Aural, Theory, Analysis, Composition/Arranging, Cultural and Historical 
Perspectives.  All students will study each of the listed course components and will also choose 
a performance, composition or research elective.  Students who are strong in more than one 
component may choose two half electives, e.g. performance/composition, research/ 
composition or research/performance.  
 
 

ELECTIVES – PART A (40%) 
Part A is independent of context.  For example, students who play the jazz saxophone, the 
drum kit or the didgeridoo may also use these instruments for their performance assessment.   
Performance Elective : A study of a particular instrument/voice or instruments as a solo 
performer and/or in ensemble. It is strongly recommended that students wishing to enroll in 
Music 3A/3B have a minimum instrumental/vocal standard equivalent to fifth grade AMEB. 
Composition Elective: Submission of a portfolio of compositions.  
Research Elective: Submission of a research project based on an area of musical interest. 
 
 

COMPULSORY CONTENT – PART B (60%) 
Part B must be context specific, i.e. in the context of Western Art Music. 
Aural:  Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to aural activities, 
including aural identification of the elements of music. This can be perception activities such as 
dictations and intervals, chord progressions, instrument identification and practical voice skills. 
Analysis: Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to the analysis of 
musical works through research linked to western art music. This may include written 
assignments and oral presentations. 
Performance: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to instrumental 
and/or vocal work. Performance assessment can be demonstrated as a soloist and/or as part of 
an ensemble. 
Composition: Tasks requiring application of theoretical knowledge and skills related to 
creating/arranging music. This may include melody writing, SATB setting, orchestrations and 
arrangements, harmonisation, accompaniment writing. 
Investigation: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to research. This 
may include comparative studies and/or research into the styles, conventions, influences and 
contextual knowledge of the area/s of study chosen. 
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Physical Education Studies (Stage 2) - 2APES / 2BPES 
Minimum Prerequisites: Minimum of 55% in Year 11 2A/2B Physical Education Studies.  
NOTE:  Students with a strong science and sport performance background may also be eligible with the 
recommendation of the Head of Department. 
 
The Physical Education Studies course of study caters for students who wish to progress to 
human movement and sport science studies at tertiary level, continue studies in the vocational 
area or who are looking to proceed directly to the workplace. 
 
Students undertaking the Physical Education Studies course of study will progressively 
develop skills, knowledge and understanding that will enable them to pursue their personal 
interests and potential in physical activity as athletes, coaches, officials and or administrators. It 
will prepare them to play an active role in the development of communities and societies.   
 
Enhanced self understanding and respect and concern for others are a focus throughout the 
course of study. The course is adaptable to a variety of sports and activities depending on the 
student’s interests and personal expertise. The emphasis is on learning through movement and 
personal experiences to achieve progress towards the outcomes. 
 
Examples of learning contexts include; exploring personal potential, fitness and conditioning, 
skill instruction and practice, training with a tactical approach, mental preparation for 
participation, goal setting, pursuing personal potential in physical activity, realising personal 
potential, sporting success, coaching and leadership. 
 
 

Physical Education Studies (Stage 3) – 3APES/3BPES 

Minimum prerequisite:  ‘B’ in Year 11 2A/2B Physical Education Studies, or, a high ‘C’ with the 
recommendation of the Head of Department. 
 
Physical Education 3A/3B will continue on with the same learning outcomes and content areas 
as at Stage 2. However the focus of Stage 3 will be integrated planning to enhance participation 
and looking to the future. Examples of work from content areas include the design and 
implementation of annual training program, coaching theories and models, designing events 
and programme s and physical preparation and training. 
 
 

Physics (Stage 3) – 3APHY/3BPHY 
Minimum prerequisites: Minimum of a high ‘C’ (55% +) in Year 11 2A/2B Physics. 
 
Physics is an experimental discipline involving the study of the properties of, and 
interrelationships between, energy and matter. Students construct models about how objects 
and systems interact with one another and how interactions can produce changes. The 
contextual approach of this course helps students to appreciate the relevance of physics to their 
everyday experiences and to gain insight into experiences that are far from the everyday. 
These, in turn, allow us to develop a deeper understanding of the world around us.  
Each unit is defined with a particular focus and a selection of learning contexts through which 
the specific unit content can be taught and learnt. The cognitive difficulty of the content 
increases with each stage. 
 
Unit 3APHY  
The unit content organisers are motion and forces in a gravitational field and electricity and 

magnetism. Within motion and forces in a gravitational field, students explore the motion of 
objects in gravitational fields, including the motion of projectiles, orbiting satellites, planets and 
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moons, and ways in which forces may affect the stability of extended objects. Within electricity 

and magnetism, they also learn about magnetic fields and how they interact with moving 
charges in situations involving current electricity, the motor effect and electromagnetic 
induction. They identify real world problems, develop research questions to plan, conduct and 
evaluate investigations. Their problem-solving techniques include combinations of concepts 
and principles. 
. 

Unit 3BPHY  
The unit content organisers are particles, waves and quanta and motion and forces in electric 

and magnetic fields. Further study of mechanical and electromagnetic waves allows students 
to appreciate both classical and modern interpretations of the nature and behaviour of waves. 
They learn how waves are used in a variety of technologies, such as in musical instruments, 
communication systems or sensing systems. They encounter the scale of the observable entities 
in our Universe, and relate physical principles about waves to the study of the Universe and its 
parts. Extending their knowledge of atomic physics, they analyse spectra and explain a range of 
physical phenomena such as fluorescence and X-ray emission. They also learn about some 
aspects of modern physics such as relativity and cosmology. They research their own question 
and develop problem-solving strategies that involve linking a number of concepts and 
principles. 

 
 
Political and Legal Studies (Stage 3) - 3APAL/3BPAL 
Minimum of 55% in 2A/2B Politics and Law. In addition, a minimum of  60% in Year 11 1C/1D 
English, or, 55% in 2A/2B English. NOTE: If you have not met the prerequisites, or, have not done the 
2A/2B course and you would like to be considered for this course see Mr. Allanson. 
 
Unit 3APAL 

The focus for this unit is political and legal power. Students critically examine the roles of 
political and legal institutions in maintaining and developing law and government policy. 
Students examine how the roles of the executive, legislative and judicial arms of government 
maintain and develop the law. They consider the influence of individuals, pressure groups, 
political parties, public opinion, the media and internal and external factors on law making. 

 
Unit 3BPAL  
The focus for this unit is rights and governance. Students critically examine how political and 
legal systems respond to human rights issues the ways countries can uphold or undermine 
democratic values. Students examine the ways political and legal systems respond to 
contemporary civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights issues. Students examine the 
ways countries can uphold or undermine democratic principles by examining their political 
and legal structures, means of exercising power, judicial independence, representation, the 
extent of popular participation, natural justice and the rule of law. 
 
Note: There may be an opportunity for some boys to repeat the 2A/B Politics and Law course if 
it will be in their best interests in terms of maximizing their TER. Timetable and staffing 
constraints may also impinge on whether this is possible. Any student intending on repeating a 
course is advised to meet with the Head of Learning Area and Head of Senior School. 
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Visual Arts (Stage 3) - 3AVAR/3BVAR 
Minimum prerequisite: Minimum of a high C (55% +) in Year 11 2AVAR/2BVAR Visual Arts. 
 
This Visual Arts course of study supports entrance to university. These are stage three units 
which provide opportunities to extend knowledge and understandings in challenging and 
academic contexts. In the Visual Arts courses students are involved in study that is enjoyable, 
relevant and meaningful. Students have opportunities to express their imagination and develop 
personal imagery, develop skills, and engage in the making and presentation of artworks.  
 
Unit 3AVAR   
The focus for this unit is commentaries. In this unit, students engage with the social, political 
and cultural purposes of art making to produce a unique and cohesive body of work. Broad 
and innovative inquiry includes the conceptualization and documentation of experiences 
within contemporary society. Students transform ideas and develop concepts using innovative 
approaches to art making and presentation. They document their thinking and working 
practices, having the flexibility to work across media and art forms. 
Students research artworks providing critical comment on the meaning, purpose and values 
communicated. They examine their own beliefs and consider how the visual arts have reflected 
and shaped society in different times and places. The body of work created may involve 
drawing, painting, printmaking, graphic art, digital media, ceramics, sculpture or hybrid arts.  
 

Unit 3BVAR   
The focus for this unit is points of view. Students identify and explore concepts or issues of 
personal significance in the presentation of a sustained, articulate and authentic body of work. 
They engage in sustained inquiry, exploring ideas and developing concepts to communicate a 
personal point of view. Students investigate a range of solutions using visual language and 
document the progressive resolution of thinking and working practices. Skills, techniques and 
process are combined in the pursuit of new art forms, innovation and personal style. Students 
develop an understanding of the frames in the practice of art making and art interpretation. 
They research and analyse factors affecting points of view such as time, place, culture, religion 
and politics. The body of work created may involve drawing, painting, printmaking, graphic 
art, digital media, ceramics, sculpture or hybrid arts.  
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YEAR 12 COURSES WHICH ARE NOT USED TO FORM THE 
TER 
 
 

Business Management and Enterprise (Stage 1) – 1ABME/1BBME 
Minimum prerequisites: No prerequisites required. 
 

Unit 1ABME 
In this unit, the focus is on the role of business in Australia. Most people have had consumer 
experiences, whether it is using a mobile phone, watching TV or paying for and using other 
goods and services. Therefore, learning contexts are selected that tap into these interests and 
build upon this informal understanding. Different perspectives on the contribution of business 
to society are considered. 
 

Unit 1BBME 
In this unit, the focus is on contexts related to initiative and inspiration, which are the values 
of the dynamic and imaginative entrepreneur or business manager. Opportunities are provided 
to explore business start-ups and to recognise the factors that contribute to business success. 
Entrepreneurship and innovative thinking are introduced, generating ideas and proposals that 
may be suitable for business ventures. These proposals are then developed into a business plan. 
 
 

Careers and Enterprise (Stage 1) – 1ACAE/1BCAE 
No prerequisites required. 
 
Unit 1ACAE 

The focus of this unit is exploring my world and its connections. Students recognise 
themselves as part of a network of people and organisations and identify who can help with 
school-to-work transitions. Students realise that employment is connected with responsibility 
for self and others. Aspects of work such as part-time, full-time, flexi hours, volunteer work 
and unemployment are explored. Students understand that transitions can be facilitated by 
resources made available through the family, school, workplace and community and that these 
groups assist young people to learn what is expected of them as workers. 
 
Unit 1BCAE 

The focus of this unit is entry-level work readiness. Basic skills and entry-level jobs are put 
under the microscope and links are drawn between the two as they broaden their 
understanding of work roles within specific industry areas. Career development options are 
examined through case studies. Students understand the organisation of workplaces within a 
chosen industry area and learn about the rights and responsibilities of employees and 
employers in entry-level positions. Students realise that environmental influences and trends 
exist within a limited context and that these could affect their career development 
opportunities.  

 
English – (Stage 1) 1CENG/ 1DENG 
 

For further information on Stage 1 English 1CENG/IDENG please refer to the English course 
section of this handbook. 
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Materials - Wood (Stage 1) – 1CMDTW/1DMDTW 
Minimum prerequisites: It is preferable that students have studied 1A/1B Materials in Year 11 but 
students who have studied in a Year 10 related course such as Materials, Graphics Communication or 
Engineering Systems will be eligible. 
 
This course follows on from the 1A/1B Materials course in Year 11. This is a practical course 
using a wood context for the design and manufacture of products as the major focus for the 
course. 
 Students experience a broad range of processes involved in the design and manufacture of 
products and from that learn about the variety of materials, designs and technologies related to 
industries. They learn about the structure and properties of a variety of appropriate materials 
and analyse issues related to the sustainability and recycling of materials. 
Students learn about manufacturing, production skills and techniques.  They learn about 
industrial risks and managing the processes within the design project. 
They will develop skills in designing and manufacturing that achieve the high standard of 
quality which is expected in industry. 
Students extend their understanding of safe working practices and develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills required to manage the process of designing and making to a high 
standard. 
A record of ideas, concepts, research and production will be kept in a design folio. Through the 
nature of this creative and skills based course, there is opportunity for links with a wide range 
of employment possibilities and post-secondary studies. 
 

 

Mathematics (Stage 1) – 1DMAT/1EMAT 
 

For further information on Mathematics 1DMAT/IEMAT please refer to the Mathematics 
course section of this handbook. 
 
 

Media Production and Analysis (Stage 1) - 1CMPA/1DMPA  
Minimum prerequisites: No prerequisites required. 
MPA 1C/1D is designed for students who have completed the MPA 1A/1B in Year 11 and wish to 

further develop their skills in media. 
 
Media Production and Analysis focuses on three areas; Investigation, Production and 
Response. 
 
Students will be asked to work in areas that include 

 Short Film Competitions 

 Simple Phone based games 

 Sports Reporting  

 Yr 12 Leavers Video 
 
Year 12 students considering portfolio entry into tertiary media courses should take MPA 
1C/1D, and discuss possible portfolio entry paths with the Director of IT. 
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Music (Stage 1) – 1CMUS/1DMUS 

Minimum prerequisite: Appropriate instrumental ability. Students who have not completed Year 11 
1A/1B Music or 2A/2B Music will be eligible if they have an appropriate instrumental background. For 
further information regarding music please contact Dr Robert Braham, Director of Music. 
 
The course consists of the following components:  Performance, Aural, Theory, Analysis, 
Composition/Arranging, Production /Management, and Cultural and Historical Perspectives. 
All students will study each of the listed course components and will also choose a 
performance, composition or research elective. The elective will be worth 40% of the course. 
Students who are strong in more than one component may choose two half electives with 20% 
each. For example: performance/composition, research/composition or research/performance. 
 
ELECTIVES (40%) – PART A: May be independent of context  
 
Option One: Students apply their knowledge and skills in order to present performances or 
composition portfolio or research portfolio. 
 
OR 
 
Option Two: Students choose two of the assessment types below to apply their knowledge and 
skills in order to present performances and/or composition portfolio and/or research portfolio. 
 
Assessment Type Choice 1: 20% 
Assessment Type Choice 2: 20% 
 
Performance Elective: A study of a particular instrument/voice both as a solo performer and in 
ensemble. Requirements for each instrument will be set out in the performance requirements 
handbook. 
Composition Elective: Submission of a portfolio of compositions relating to theoretical 
knowledge and skills related to creating/arranging music Research Elective: Submission of a 
research project based on an area of musical interest. 
 
COMPULSORY CONTENT (60%) – PART B: May be context specific 
Aural:  Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to aural activities, 
including aural identification of the elements of music. This can be perception activities such as 
dictations and intervals, chord progressions, instrument identification and practical voice skills. 
 
Analysis: Tasks requiring the application of skills and knowledge related to the analysis of 
musical works through research linked to the 'area/s of study'. This may include written 
assignments and oral presentations. 
 
Performance: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to instrumental 
and/or vocal work. Performance assessment can be demonstrated as a soloist and/or as part of 
an ensemble. 
 
Composition: Tasks requiring application of theoretical knowledge and skills related to 
creating/arranging music. This may include melody and rhythm writing, orchestrations and 
arrangements, SATB setting, harmonisation, accompaniment writing, stylisation, chart and lead 
sheet writing. 
 
Investigation: Tasks requiring application of skills and knowledge related to research. This 
may include comparative studies and/or research into the styles, conventions, influences and 
contextual knowledge of the area/s of study chosen. 
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Religion and Life (Stage 1) – 1CREL/1DREL 
 
For further information on Religion and Life 1AREL/IBREL please refer to the Religious 
Education section of this handbook. 
 
 

VISUAL ARTS (Stage 1) - 1CVAR/1DVAR  
Minimum prerequisite: No prerequisite required although completion of Art or Design and Technology 
courses is desirable. 
 

The Visual Arts stage one units provides bridging support and a practical and applied focus to 
help students develop technical skills. These units include content suitable for students who are 
interested in projects that are more hands-on and deal with popular aspects of design. Students 
are provided with opportunities to develop imagination, problem solving strategies creative 
abilities, and an understanding of their environment, community and culture. Students will 
engage in traditional, modern and contemporary art forms and conventions such as sculpture, 
painting, drawing, graphic design, printmaking, collage, ceramics, installations and 
multimedia.  
 
Unit 1CVAR  
The recommended focus for this unit is inspirations. Students will become aware that artists 
gain inspiration and generate ideas from diverse sources, including what is experienced, 
learned about, believed in, valued, imagined or invented. The breadth of this focus allows 
choice of learning contexts that are related to students’ interests. In this unit students develop 
their knowledge and understanding of visual language and apply this to both art making and 
art interpretation.  
 
Unit 1DVAR  
The focus for this unit is investigations. Students explore and develop ideas through the 
investigation of different artists, art forms, processes and technologies. In particular, students 
explore the expressive potential of media, techniques and processes, considering their inherent 
qualities in the development and presentation of artworks. They further develop their 
knowledge and understanding of visual language and apply this to both art making and art 
interpretation. 
 

 
 
 
 



 29 

Endorsed Programmes 
 
Endorsed programmes offer students access to a wide range of learning opportunities not 
covered in Curriculum Council courses.  Endorsed programmes enable learning to be ‘tailored’ 
to suit individual student interests and can contribute up to 50 per cent of WACE requirements. 
 
Students can participate in endorsed programmes in a range of settings, including the 
workplace, training institutions, a university and the community.  Endorsed programmes are 
offered at Trinity College in Work Place Learning and Vocational Education and Training. 
 
All endorsed programmes achieved will be recorded on the student’s WACE Statement of 
Results. 
 

 

Vocational Education and Training Programmes 
 

Australian Qualification Framework Certificates 
All AQF certificates offered at Trinity College are stand-alone certificates. They are competency 
based and vocational education courses that contribute to the Western Australian Certificate of 
Education (WACE) in the same way as Curriculum Council courses of study.  These certificates 
will also act as prerequisite courses for higher certificates at TAFEWA and will contribute 
points towards entry to other TAFEWA certificate courses. 
 

Certificate I and II Business 
This programme provides students with the fundamental knowledge on all facets of working 
in a business as an administration clerk, general clerk or in reception.  Only those students who 
choose the Senior Enterprise Programme will be eligible to enrol in these certificates.  Please 
refer to the Senior Enterpise section in this handbook for further information. 
 

Certificate II (ICA 20105) in Information Technology 

Year 12 students undertaking this course in 2010 are to be aware that the course is 
primarily designed for Year 11 students.  Therefore Year 12 students may be required 
to complete some of the course times for the Certificate during Term 4 of 2010. 
 
The Certificate II (ICA20105) is a skills-based, vocational education course and a prerequisite 
for ICA 30105 Certificate III in Information Technology.   
 
Successful completion of this course will provide the student with the following advantages: 

 A prerequisite for Certificate III in IT at TAFEWA. 

 Points towards other TAFEWA certificate courses. 

 A way of attaining certified IT skills required in many other career areas. 
 
Units Studied: 

1. Follow workplace safety procedures 
2. Design organisational documents using commercial computing packages 
3. Operate computer hardware 
4. Operate computing packages 
5. Integrate commercial computing packages 
6. Use a computer operating system 
7. Work effectively in an IT environment 
8. Communicate in the workplace 

http://210.9.70.37/cgi-bin/waxhtml/~ntis2/unit.wxh?page=80&inputRef=17575&sCalledFrom=std
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9. Create, manipulate and incorporate 2D graphics 
10. Use an authoring tool to create an interactive sequence 
11. Work individually or in teams to achieve organisational goals 
12. Operate a personal computer 
13. Access and use the internet 
14. Create Web Pages with Multimedia 

 
Certificate III (ICA30105) in Information Technology 
Minimum prerequisite:  ICA 20105 Certificate II in Information Technology (or by negotiation with the 
Director of ICT if the student has completed part of the Certificate II in Information Technology). 
 
This is a skills-based, vocational education course and a prerequisite for Certificate IV in 
Information Technology.  Studying this course contributes towards attaining the Western 
Australian Certificate of Education (WACE). 
 
Successful completion of this course will provide the student with the following advantages: 
Á A prerequisite for Certificate IV in IT at TAFEWA. 
Á Points towards other TAFEWA certificate courses. 
Á A way of attaining certified IT skills required in many other career areas. 
 
Units Studied (Core Units are shown below.  Elective units will be selected from one of the 
Certificate IV streams e.g. General; Multimedia; Websites): 
Á Run standard diagnostic tests. 
Á Provide advice to clients.  
Á Install and optimise system software.  
Á Create user documentation.  
Á Care for computer hardware. 
Á Apply occupational health and safety procedures. 

 

Certificate I Engineering - Metals 
Students will plan and manufacture 3-4 metal based projects which include using a range of 
engineering procedures and equipment including measurement marking out, gas and arc 
welding and use of hand and machine tools.  Principles of health and safety quality systems 
and planning routine tasks all form a common core of the programme. 

 

Certificate II Outdoor Recreation 
Minimum Prerequisite: Completion of the Certificate I in Sport and Recreation. 
 
This programme provides students with the fundamental knowledge on all facets of all 
outdoor recreation pursuits and working in a business setting in an outdoor recreation 
business.   
 
The students will apply logistics to planning outdoor recreation activities and select and use 
equipment to demonstrate safe participation in outdoor recreation activities.  They will also 
develop skills in specialist areas such as cycling and bushwalking. 
 

Certificate I Sport and Recreation 
Minimum prerequisite: No prerequisites required. 

 

Year 12 students undertaking this course in 2010 are to be aware that the course is 
primarily designed for Year 11 students.  Therefore Year 12 students may be required 
to complete some of the course times for the Certificate during Term 4 of 2010. 

http://210.9.70.37/cgi-bin/waxhtml/~ntis2/unit.wxh?page=80&inputRef=24358&sCalledFrom=std
http://210.9.70.37/cgi-bin/waxhtml/~ntis2/unit.wxh?page=80&inputRef=23412&sCalledFrom=std
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This qualification is designed to reflect the role of entry level employees who perform routine 
tasks under direct supervision in the sport and recreation industry sector. 
  
The programme provides students with the fundamental knowledge on all facets of working in 
a business and sport environment such as a leisure centre, first aid, coaching and umpiring in 
various sporting codes.  
  
There will be two streams offered to students in 2010: one stream will cater for Physical 

Education students and the other stream will cater for Outdoor Education students.  Both 
streams will have a common core of competencies including the following units: providing first 
aid, creating a client relationship and developing knowledge of the sport and recreation 
industry. The Physical Education students will then embark on AFL umpiring competencies 
whilst the Outdoor Education students will cover competencies such as environmental impact, 
interpreting and applying weather information, setting up overnight camping sites and sailing.  
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Work Place Learning 
Prerequisites: Entry is course to an interview. 

 
 
Students undertake training in a real workplace during which they are expected to demonstrate 
attainment of at least 20 skills from the Curriculum Council’s employability skills list.  The list 
is made up of nine broad headings: 
 

 Communication 

 Teamwork 

 Problem-solving 

 Self management 

 Planning and organising 

 Technology 

 Learning 

 Initiative and enterprise 

 Safety and health 
 

Workplace Learning (WL) is credited towards completion of WACE with 110 hours in the 
workplace equating to two course units.  For each work placement students are expected to 
work one day each week for 15 weeks.  Generally, two placements are completed in Year 12 
contributing four units toward secondary graduation. 
 
Benefits for Students: 

 Develops responsible work skills and assists in career planning. 

 Increases self-esteem and confidence and develops broader communication skills. 

 Complements and reinforces school courses and increases awareness of the link 
between school, work and further education. 

 Provides a realistic understanding of the expectations of specific industries. 

 Provides students with ‘employability skills’ which enhances their employment 
prospects. 

 TAFEWA entry points on successful completion. 

 Students receive a Certificate of Completion. 

 Contributes credit points towards Secondary Graduation. 
 
How to Apply: 

 Collect an application form from the VET office in the P L Duffy Resource Centre at 
the College. 

 Include Workplace Learning on the Course Selection Form. 
 
 

School based Traineeships and Apprenticeships 
 

Interested students should apply to the VET Coordinator. 
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SENIOR ENTERPRISE PROGRAMME 
 

Senior Enterprise Programme 
Minimum prerequisites: Entry is subject to interview. 
 
The programme is an example of what education can be in an enterprise environment. 
 
Á It is available to all students in Years 10-12. 
Á Students work towards achieving Certificates I and II in Business. 
Á The major focus is on developing a core enterprise project. 
Á It incorporates standard business procedures; conservation and land management; 

environmental awareness; and personal development. 
Á Students also participate in workplace learning, training camps and excursions. 
Á Small class numbers enable experienced and innovative staff to cater for a wide range of 

individual needs. 
Á To meet individual needs students are still able to enrol in mainstream subjects that will 

help them create a pathway to future employment opportunities. 
 
Students can see the relevance of their education as they are placed in an authentic learning 
environment.  They are given ample opportunity to practise new skills in real-life situations 
and are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning.  They are encouraged to 
become enterprising learners, taking on higher levels of responsibility and developing 
awareness that their actions can have consequences for the rest of the team. 
 
Enterprise education provides students with opportunities to engage with others in ways that 
are not necessarily shaped by the traditional relationship structures of the school.  The teacher’s 
role is focused more on facilitating rather than instructing, giving the students the opportunity 
to interact with adults on a more equal footing and encouraging students to take on more 
leadership roles. 
 
Students participating in this program will also undertake a range of WACE courses at stage 
one, and, or VET certificate programs, that meet their needs and interests. As a result students 
may achieve the Western Australian Certificate of Education. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 

(WACE) REQUIREMENTS FOR 2010 
 
 
To qualify for a Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE), a student must: 
 

Complete at least 20 course units (including at least three two-unit combinations) 
 Up to 50 per cent may comprise endorsed programs including stand-alone VET subject 

equivalents. 
 

Achieve an average of at least ‘C’ grade or better across at least ten course units from at least 
five courses (at least three two-unit combinations must be included) 

 Endorsed programs do not contribute to the ‘C’ grade requirement. 
 

Meet the standard for English language competence 

 Complete at least four units from an English course (including at least two in Year 11 
and two in year 12); 

 Meet the language competence standard as defined by work samples which are similar 
to a ‘C’ grade in Stage 1 English. 

 
 

Include at least one course from List A (Humanities/Arts/Languages) and List B 
(Mathematics/Science/Technology) in their final WACE year (Year 12). Note: This breadth-of-
study requirement is waived for those students undertaking in their final year of secondary 
schooling 50 per cent of their study program as endorsed programs (including VET).  

 

Sit the WACE examination in the course (unless exempt), if he is in their final year of senior 
secondary schooling and is enrolled in a pair of stage 2 or 3 units in that course. 

 

Statement of Results 
 
A statement of results will be issued to all students who complete at least one Curriculum 
Council subject, course unit, endorsed programme or unit of competence.  The statement of 
results is a cumulative record which is issued at the end of each year of senior school. 
 
The statement of results will record: 

 
Á Achievement of course units. 
Á School and examination achievement in courses. 
Á Achievement of endorsed programmes. 
Á Achievement of VET units of competency and/VET qualifications. 
Á Completion of requirements for secondary graduation for the awarding of the WACE, 

including achievement of English language competence. 
Á School and examination results in WACE courses.  and  
Á Achievement of awards. 
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ENTRY TO PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 
 

The University of Western Australia, Curtin, Edith Cowan and Murdoch Universities use a 
relatively common selection system.  Basically, for 2011 entry (Year 12 in 2010) they require 
four criteria to be satisfied to obtain entry: 
 

Á Meet the requirements for the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) 
prescribed by the Curriculum Council; 

Á Achieve competence in English as prescribed by the individual universities, and  
Á Obtain a sufficiently high Tertiary Entrance Rank (TER) for entry to a particular university 

and/or course (Edith Cowan University may not require a TER for some pathways), and  
Á Satisfy any prerequisites or special requirements for entry to particular courses.  
 

Please refer to the TISC website for further information on university entrance on 
www.tisc.edu.au 
 
 
These details are summarised as follows: 
 

WACE Requirements 
A summary of the WACE requirements is provided on the previous page. 
 

Competence in English 
 
Competence in English for university entrance is not to be confused with the ‘English 
Language Competence’ required for the WACE. 
 
For university admission purposes, students are required to achieve a scaled score of at least 

50 in either English or English Literature. Students can meet the competence in English 
requirement with Year 12 results obtained in any year. 
 

The Tertiary Entrance Rank (TER)  
 
The Tertiary Entrance Rank is the basis of admission to most university courses. Students are 
ranked in order of merit based on their TER. 
 
What is the TER? 
The TER is a number out of 100 which indicates a student’s relative position compared with all 
other students who graduate from Year 12. A TER of 75.00 indicates that a student has an 
overall rating equal to or better than 75% of the Year 12 school leaving age population in 
Western Australia. 
 
How is the Tertiary Entrance Score and TER calculated? 
 
The TER is derived from the Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA). All courses at stages two and 
three count towards the TER.  
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Only courses studies in Year 12 can be counted. For courses, a consecutive pair of units must be 
undertaken to produce a school score. Students are required to sit for the WACE examination 
in that course to produce a combined score (a school score added to the examination score).  
Students will sit separate stage 2 and stage 3 exams in all courses. 
The TEA is calculated by adding the best four Year 12 courses. In using scores from the best 
four courses, there are some rules that apply: 
 

 Certain course combinations cannot be used. You cannot count both English and 
Literature, Biology and Human Biology, Physics and Integrated Science (not offered 
at Trinity).  

 Scores can be accumulated over a number of years. 
 

For students doing courses, as an incentive to do the more demanding stage 3 units, results at 
stage 3 will be increased by 15 marks per course relative to the stage 2 results, as part of the 
scaling process. Please note that the incentive increments for Mathematics is currently under 
review.  
 

In terms of obtaining a score for each course, a school based component (50%) is added to the 
External Examination component (50%) to form a combined score. There are several statistical 
procedures which are applied to the school score (moderating), exam score (standardising) and 
the combined score (scaling).  
 
Scaling is performed using the Average Subject Scaling Method (ASSM).  In general terms, a 
subject is scaled according to the marks that all students doing that subject achieved in their 
other three courses. Students no longer have to sit for the Australian Scaling Test (AST). 
 
The following example shows how the TEA is calculated.  
 
Assume a student received the following scaled scores: 
 

English    82 
Physical Education   76 
Modern History   71 
Biological Sciences   69 
Geography   64 
Mathematics   54 

 

 Calculate the score for the best for results. In this example, the courses included will be: 
English   82 
Physical Education   76 
Modern History   71 
Biological Sciences   69 
TOTAL  298 
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 The final Tertiary Entrance Aggregate is 298. 
 
 This equates to a Tertiary Entrance Rank of 96.4. 

 
In this example, the student has performed very well. The TER means that the student is better 
than 96.39% of Year 12 students in the State.   
 
 
What Does a TER Mean?  
Depending on student demand for particular courses and the number of places available for 
those courses, the TER required will vary from course to course and from year to year.  For 
example, there is a very limited number of places available in the Veterinary Studies course at 
Murdoch University, and the student demand is very high.  This results in a higher TER (and 
associated TEA) and only the higher ranked students would be offered a place. In some 
courses, such as Arts at the University of Western Australia, there are many more places 
available.  These are not typically under high demand from students with high TER's.  
Therefore the TER for Arts is much lower.   
 
The following table summarises a sample of courses and the TER and TEA that would be 
required to gain entry in the first round of offers made by the four public universities. The right 
hand column has been included to show the approximate average mark required in the best 
four courses. 
 
A TER of 96.4 enables this student to access a range of courses. Generally university courses 
with TERs over 93 do not vary much from year to year. 
 
 

Relationship between TER and average subject scores - 2008 

TER Av SUBJECT 
SCORE% 

SOME COURSES 

97 77 Law UWA 

96 75 Medicine/Dentistry UWA 

95 73 Computer Science/Chem Double degree CUT 

94 71 Veterinary Science MUR 

91 68 Physiotherapy CUT 

88 65 Pharmacy CUT 

86 63 Engineer, Environmental Design UWA; Chiropractic MUR 

85 62 Computer Science UWA; Law MUR 

84 61 Occupational Therapy ECU; Occupational Therapy CUT 

81 59 Arts UWA; Science UWA; Social Work UWA; Law ECU 

74 54 Asian Studies CUT; Information Tech CUT 

70 51 Primary Teaching MUR  

65 47 Minimum score 1st round MUR; Primary Teaching MUR 

55-65 41-47 Minimum Score 1st round ECU 

 
 

 
For more information please refer to the TISC website for the TER Cutoff and Eligibility Ranks 
for courses at the various universities. 
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Courses Studied on a Private Basis 
If students wish to sit courses on a private basis they must enrol with the Curriculum Council. 
It is possible that not all courses will be available to private candidates. A student’s scaled score 
in courses sat privately will be based on examination scores only.  
These results will not be used to meet the WACE requirement.  
 

Prerequisites 
 
Students must ensure that they satisfy the prerequisites for admission to the university course 
of their choice.  Prerequisites are courses or special requirements that must be successfully 
completed for entry to particular university courses. For a pre-requisite course, a scaled score 
of 50 studied at stage three is required.  
  
For some university courses the special requirements may include bridging/special course 
units, interviews, auditions, folio presentations, manual dexterity tests, aptitude tests, fitness 
requirements, etc. Detailed information is available from the individual universities. 
 
Murdoch University does not require applicants to have undertaken specific prerequisite 
subjects and instead provides introductory units to enable its students to become skilled in 
specific areas in which they may be lacking.  
 

http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/prerequisites.html
http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/uni-contacts.html
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UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME  
 

Admission – School Leaver 
 
Notre Dame seeks to enrol students who wish to make a special contribution to society.  To 
identify such students a comprehensive admission process that goes beyond the use of a single 
score is used. 
 
The admission process considers: 
Á School results from Year 11 and 12; 
Á Tertiary Entrance Rank; 
Á A personal statement; 
Á References from school and work contacts; and 
Á Performance at an admissions interview. 
 

Minimum Entry Requirements  
 
1. Achievement of a Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) 
 Students should have fulfilled the Curriculum Council’s WACE requirements.  See WACE 

Requirements for 2010 in this handbook. 
2. English Language Competency 
 Students should have achieved at least a ‘C’ grade in Year 12 English or English Literature 

(and for approved students, English as a Second Language) at TEE level. 
3. Tertiary Entrance Rank 
 Students should have achieved a minimum rank of 70.00 or higher. Offers of admission will 

be made to those students who have fully demonstrated throughout their Year 11 and 12 
results that they have the capabilities to succeed. 

4. Extra Curricular Involvement 
 In addition to meeting the academic minimum entry requirements, students are to specify 

leadership roles, community involvement in various clubs, teams, groups and organisations 
(including church organisations) and service to others. 

 
Students with exceptional circumstances may be exempted from one or more of these 
requirements. Many courses with competitive entry and/or higher levels of academic rigour 
will require performance at levels exceeding the minimum entry requirements. 
 
Alternative Entry 
 
The university offers a number of alternative entry pathways. There is a six-month bridging 
course for applicants to Notre Dame’s teaching courses and a general university alternative 
entry pathway program called Certificate IV in Adult Tertiary Preparation. Please enquire at 
the University’s Prospective Students Centre on 9433 0533 or at future@nd.edu.au for further 
information on these options. 
 
 
 

mailto:future@nd.edu.au


 40 

Recommended Subjects 
UNDA does not stipulate the completion of pre-requisite subjects for its courses. However, the 
following outlines recommended subjects for some course areas: 
 

Arts and Social Sciences No specific recommended subjects 

Behavioural Science No specific recommended subjects 

Biomedical Science A TEE Science and/or a Maths 

Commerce A TEE Mathematics subject 

Communications No specific recommended subjects 

Environmental Studies Geography, Economics, Biology 

Health and Physical Education Human Biology 

Health Science Human Biology 

Information & Communications 
Technology 

Information Systems 

Law English Literature, Political & Legal Studies, History and/or LOTE 

Legal Studies No specific recommended subjects 

Nursing Human Biology 

Physiotherapy At least one TEE Science subject 

Politics and Journalism No specific recommended subjects 

Science A TEE Science 

Sport and Recreation Management Human Biology, a TEE Maths 

Teaching (except Secondary) A TEE Maths 

 
Please note these subjects are in addition to the requirement to complete either English and/or English Literature. 
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TAFEWA ENTRANCE 
 
Vocational education and training has become increasingly important to school leavers seeking 
to join the work force.  TAFEWA offers students an enormous range of subjects and courses to 
meet their specific career goals.  Each year in Western Australia, some 150,000 people receive 
vocational education through TAFEWA.  Of last year’s school leavers, 30% went to TAFEWA; 
in fact enrolments equalled the total of university applicants.  Altogether students can choose 
from approximately 800 formal courses of which over 100 are available on a full time basis.  
Each student is provided with a TAFEWA Study Guide. 
 
The main study areas are listed below: 
 
Á Agriculture 
Á Applied Science 
Á Architectural & Building Studies 
Á Art, Design and Fashion 
Á Engineering 
Á General Studies 
Á Health & Community Care 
Á Hospitality & Tourism 
Á Management, Business and Commercial Studies 
Á Pre-Apprenticeships 
 
TAFEWA qualifications are developed in conjunction with industry to ensure graduates are 
ready for the workplace, with knowledge and skills they can use on the job.  Qualifications are 
at different levels, each involving an increasing degree of skills.  There are pathways and links 
between them to increase opportunities for further education and training. 
 
Certificate 1 
The first level of qualifications covers training in some basic skills and routine tasks. 
 
Certificate II 
Involves moving on to acquire operational knowledge and develop higher skills for providing 
a variety of solutions to predictable problems. 
 
Certificate III 
Involves learning additional theoretical knowledge and developing higher skills for solving a 
variety of problems.  A person with this qualification will be able to use discretion and 
judgement. 
 
Certificate IV 
This level involves the development of a broad knowledge base.  The student learns to analyse 
and evaluate information and to apply the knowledge and skills to a wide variety of contexts. 
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Diploma 
This qualification gives the student a broad theoretical knowledge and/or technical or creative 
skills of substantial depth.  Analysis, judgement and planning are involved across a broad 
range of technical and/or management situations.  Graduates at this level are expected to work 
autonomously in complex technical operations or to coordinate their own work and the work 
of others. 
 
Advanced Diploma 
The highest qualification offered by TAFEWA recognises the ability to apply fundamental 
principles and complex techniques in a wide range of contexts. 
 
Graduate Diploma and Graduate Certificate 
A small number of Graduate Diplomas and Graduate Certificates are offered by the TAFEWA 
sector for students who have completed a university degree or have the equivalent of a degree 
through experience and other qualifications. 
 
At this level the student is broadening the skills already gained in an undergraduate 
programme, or developing vocational knowledge and skills in a new professional area. 
 
Stepping Stone 

TAFEWA can be a stepping stone to further education.  For example, the student can 
commence studies at TAFEWA, get credit for the work completed and apply for university 
entrance. 
 
For 2011, entry to full-time award courses will be by application made the previous year. 
 
TAFEWA Entry 
 
The criteria used to determine entry to TAFEWA are essentially very different from those used 
for university entrance. 
 
This difference means that it is possible for a small number of students who miss out on 
university entrance, not to qualify for entrance into some of the more competitive courses in 

TAFEWA. Students who wish to enter competitive courses at TAFEWA need to examine the 
specific entrance criteria very carefully in order to optimise their entry chances. 
 
Each course has entrance requirements (without which a student will not be considered) and 
selection criteria.  Entry requirements are used to determine an eligibility for entry into a 
course.  Selection criteria are used to determine which eligible applicants will be offered a place 
in a course. 
 
A. Entry Requirements  
These are the basic skills/ competencies / background / knowledge that is deemed to be the 
minimum necessary to be able to undertake the specific qualification. Entry requirements may 
be expressed as: 
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 A prerequisite competency based qualification 
eg entry to Certificate IV in Disability Work on successful completion of Certificate III in 
Disabilities 

or 

 Generic competencies refer to minimal levels of communication and mathematics 
skills.These generic competencies have benchmarks which are expressed as: Basic Skills; 
Developed Skills; Well Developed Skills and Highly Developed Skills. Many courses 
will have no maths skills requirement. Refer to www.vetinfonet.det.ws.edu.au  to view 
more information about the Communication skills benchmarks and the Maths skills 
benchmark. 

 
Most students who have undertaken Year 11 or Year 12 studies would satisfy these entry 
requirements. 
 
B. Selection Criteria include previous academic achievements and other evidence of ability, 
such as work experience; industry involvement and employment status that are used to rank 
eligible applicants competing for entry into a course.   Selection criteria are normally applied if 
there are more applicants than places available in a course.  A summary of the model is 
illustrated in Figure 1. 
 
The selection criteria are based on three main categories which add to a total of 100 points: 
 
1. Qualification pathway – this represents a total of about 29 points. Points are awarded for 

complete or partially completed credentials. More points are allocated for completed 
qualifications than incomplete and more points are available for qualifications completed in 
the same area of study as that applied for at TAFEWA. 

 
2. Work experience/employment – this represents a total of about 29 points where points are 

allocated depending on the hours worked. Paid/unpaid work; full time/part time; work 
experience/Structured Workplace Learning; voluntary work; community service 
participation are all eligible to be included in this category. 

 
3. Secondary education/skill development – this represents a total of about 42 points and 

covers achievement in courses and subjects undertaken in Years 11 and 12. In some 
TAFEWA programs a portfolio demonstrating evidence of skill development may be 
required. Generally, the higher the level of achievement (as indicated by grades and/or 
course scores), the more points are allocated. 

 
Final point allocations for 2010 and 2011 entry could vary on those outlined above. 
 

Summary 
 

To maximise entry prospects to TAFEWA studies, 

particularly competitive courses and those at 
higher levels, students should: 
 

 Undertake VET studies at school, 
particularly those which lead to a 
completed credential. 

 Undertake workplace learning; keep 
records of any part time work undertaken. 

 Maximise grades in school studies. 
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TAFEWA – Selection Criteria 
 

Maximum of 100 Points 
 

Qualification Pathway 
[29 points] 

+ 
Workplace Experience and Employment 

[29 points] 
+ 

Secondary Education/Skill Development 
[42 points] 

 
General academic achievement    Portfolio  

Best three subject/2 course   OR  Demonstrating evidence of 

Unit combination – one of      Skill development 
These subjects must be English. 
Figure 1. 

 
SUMMARY 

 
 TAFEWA selection is very different to that for university. 

 
 TAFEWA points can be maximised by selecting those subjects and courses which result in 

the highest grades.   
 
 TAFEWA also considers aspects of work experience and employment as well as any 

completed credentials. 
 
 A small proportion of TAFEWA courses are highly competitive. 

 
 It is becoming increasingly possible for TAFEWA students to transfer to university courses, 

with substantial credit. 
 
 Students will always maximise TAFEWA entry by enrolling in a Vocational Education and 

Training Program (VET) at school. 
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Other key contacts  
 
Curriculum Council of Western 

Australia 
27 Walters Drive, Osborne Park WA 
6017  
Phone: 9273 6300 
Website: www.curriculum.wa.edu.au 
 
Catholic Education Office of Western 
Australia 
50 Ruislip Street, Leederville WA 6007 
Phone:  6380 5313 
Contact: Senior Secondary Consultant 
Website: www.ceo.wa.edu.au 
 
Tertiary Institutions Service Centre 
100 Royal Street 
East Perth  6004 
Phone: 9318 8000 
Website: www.tisc.edu.au 
 
University of Notre Dame Australia 
19 Mouat Street, Fremantle WA 6160 
Phone: 9433 0555 
Contact: Liz Beal, Recruitment Officer 
Website: www.nd.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The University of Western Australia 
Admissions Centre, Stirling Highway 
Crawley WA 6907   
Phone: 9380 2477 
Website: www.acs.uwa.edu.au/pso/ 
 

Edith Cowan University 
Centre for Prospective Students 
Pearson Street, Churchlands WA 6018 
Phone: 9273 8665  
Website: www.ecu.edu.au 
 
Curtin University of Technology 
Bentley Campus, Kent St Bentley WA 
6102 
Phone: 9266 9266   
Website: www.curtin.edu.au 
 
Murdoch University 
South Street, Murdoch WA 6150 
Phone: 9360 6538 Website: 
www.murdoch.edu.au 
 
TAFEWA Training Information Centre 
Albert Facey House, 469-489 Wellington Street, 
Perth 6000 
Phone: 9325 9322 
Country callers: 1800 999 167 
For individual TAFE Colleges see the 
TAFE Handbook 

 
 
 
 
 

Important documents 
 
Tertiary Institutions Service Centre -  
2010 TISC Guide 
Various Universities - 2010 Handbooks 
TAFE Handbook - Fulltime Studies 2010 
Curriculum Council - TEE Handbook  
(August 2009) 
Curriculum Council - Your Marks 
Mapping Your Future (June 2009) - Catholic Education Office of Western Australia 
Trinity College Career Handbook 
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